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The St. Mary’s School Prayer  

Almighty God, Fountain of all wisdom, be 

with us, we pray thee, in our work today.  

Endue all the teachers with a sense of their 

responsibility, and with grace and strength 

for its fulfillment. Keep the students in 

health of mind and soul and body;  

make them diligent in study, guard their 

inexperience, and save them through all 

temptations. Bless the patrons and alumnae 

of this school, and enable us all, more  

and more each day, to advance in that 

knowledge which is eternal life. Through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E  H E A D  O F  S C H O O L

Mary Foote Pope establishes a small parish school at Calvary Episcopal Church. The school will change  

locations before, during, and after the Civil War. In 1873, the Episcopal Sisters of St. Mary will be placed in charge 

of the school and, during the Yellow Fever Epidemic of 1878, will become known as the Martyrs of Memphis.

1847

Dear Friend,

You are an essential member of the St. Mary’s community. You help it shine as a beacon 
of excellence in the heart of Memphis. Like it is for me, I imagine that St. Mary’s is a part 
of your DNA and that the words “keep the students in health of mind and soul and body” 

from our school prayer are as inspiring today as the first day you heard them.  
 
As we count down to 2020, those words have become a mantra for a vision of growth and  
renewal. With the approval by the Board of Trustees to build a new Athletic and Wellness Center, 
I believe they will illuminate the very heart of the project and help to propel us forward. 
 
For decades, our academic curriculum flourished despite limited space. In the case of athletics 
and wellness, our students can no longer grow or thrive in facilities that are now wholly  
inadequate. It is past time for us to prioritize the physical well-being of our students. 
 
We are poised to complete the final phase of FOR GIRLS. FOR LIFE. FOR GENERATIONS., a  
capital campaign that began in 2001 with construction of Garrott Hall, and subsequently the 
Marlene R. Shaw Early Childhood Center and the Windland Smith Rice Middle School. This final 
phase, the completion of which fulfills the vision of those Trustees whose leadership saw us 
through the earlier phases, encompasses a new Athletic and Wellness Center, expansion of the 
endowment, and growth of the Annual Fund.
 
The new facility will stand on the site of the former Barth Gymnasium and the Barth Building, 
both of which belong to the Church of the Holy Communion. The church graciously extended 
them for our use when we moved to the corner of Perkins and Walnut Grove. The Barth  
Building housed our entire student body for a time and then for many years was home to our 
Middle School. We are grateful to have used the facility for more than 50 years, but Barth long 
ago outlived its usefulness. In addition to a gymnasium, the new building will include a dining 
hall that will replace Blaisdell Cafeteria—the small, windowless, basement-level room  
we have used since our first days on this campus in the 1950s. 
 
I invite you to read through the plans and learn more. Every gift, no matter the size, is essential. 
Your investment in this project will safeguard the health of our students and the school for  
generations. We can only do it with you and other committed St. Mary’s supporters.  
Will you join us?
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Albert L. Throckmorton 
Head of School
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In 1847, before the Civil War, and long before women had the right to vote, St. Mary’s 

founder Mary Foote Pope provided girls with the very best possible education. Since 

then, generations of St. Mary’s girls have come and gone, the school has been housed 

in different locations, the curriculum has evolved, and new traditions have been established, 

but one thing has remained consistent: We continue to hold our students, faculty, staff, and 

ideals to the highest standard. For over 170 years, the unwavering mission of St. Mary’s  

Episcopal School has been to provide girls with a superior education and to enable each  

student to reach her individual potential.

Individual Potential

The Church of the Holy Communion, newly established at the corner of Perkins Extended and  

Walnut Grove Road, invites St. Mary’s to make a permanent home on their 20 acres in far east  

Memphis. The school will grow rapidly from 144 students to 400 in five years. 

1953



St. Mary’s Episcopal School accepted Church of the Holy Communion’s invitation to make our 

permanent home at Perkins and Walnut Grove in 1953, and for 65 years, we have forged a 

relationship based on trust and cooperation. Thanks, in part, to the strong partnership and  

goodwill developed by Head of School Albert Throckmorton and the Reverend Sandy Webb, 

Rector of Church of the Holy Communion, the timing is right for both institutions to move  

forward with a much-needed, long-awaited Athletic and Wellness Center. The Church will 

provide the land, share a portion of the construction costs, and benefit from use of the new 

gymnasium, as well as rooms solely dedicated to their programs. The School will construct the 

building, have exclusive use of the first floor, and will occupy the gymnasium and most of the 

second floor during school hours.

The Athletic and Wellness Center will be used daily by every student in the Middle and Upper 

Schools. The new Dining Hall, located on the first floor, will accommodate either the entire 

Middle or Upper School and will allow students and faculty to gather in a common location for 

meals, meetings, collaborative learning, and study. The first floor will also include classrooms, 

athletic offices, a training and fitness facility, and an outdoor patio for viewing events on the 

track and field. The second floor will feature the new gymnasium, locker rooms, a spirit store, 

concession stand, and a space for the St. Mary’s Athletic Hall of Fame. 

To ensure St. Mary’s future, the growth of our endowment and Annual Fund is essential. The 

$26,000,000 goal includes the $21,350,000 for the new Athletic and Wellness Center, $2,500,000  

for endowment, and $2,150,000 for two years of Annual Fund.



“For decades, the quality of our physical campus and  

facilities has lagged behind the caliber of our students,  

faculty, and programs. This campaign is about  

addressing the whole school, the whole experience,  

and the whole girl, and holding all to the same  

standard of excellence.”

Barbara Hyde P’17  
Campaign Co-Chair 



“Girls who play sports have, on average, higher grade point 

averages and better SAT scores. More importantly, athletics 

teaches resilience, time management, and the ability to 

work as a team for the greater good. I love coaching at  

St. Mary’s because our girls know how to learn. They have 

the ability to study the game. They know where to be on 

the field. They know the work it takes to do well, and they 

are willing to put in that effort, not only in the classroom 

but on the athletic field or court.”

 John Bartholomew 
Athletic Director

“Having a daughter who has reaped physical benefits 

and ‘life lessons’ from St. Mary’s athletics program, I 

am inspired by how these facilities will augment our 

sports and recreation programs. In the school prayer, 

we pray to ‘keep the students in health of mind and 

soul and body.’ This new building will engage each 

girl in these domains and boost our commitment to 

wellness and good physical health.”

Allison Garrott Braswell ’88 P’22 
Campaign Co-Chair



A T H L E T I C  A N D  W E L L N E S S  U P P E R

12
 Gymnasium  
 The main court will be 94 feet, divisible into two 84 foot   
 courts. The grandstand will seat 600 spectators with  
 additional seating for 300 along the north and south walls. 

 Hall of  Fame Gallery 

 This space will be dedicated to past and present    
 athletes and will tell the story of St. Mary’s athletics    
 through photographs, trophies, and memorabilia. 

 Locker Rooms 

 Large enough to accommodate all of our athletes during   
 the school day, the new locker rooms will be used by   
 home and visiting teams before, during, and after games. 

 Concession Stand   
 This space will offer a variety of crowd-pleasing snacks   
 and refreshments during games and tournaments. 

 Gobble Gear 

 Our spirit store will have a permanent home just outside   
 the gym and will offer a selection of merchandise  
 year-round. 

 Bridge to Taylor Building 

 The bridge will provide a comfortable space for use during 
 the school day.

 

Improvements to 
Promote Athletics 
and Wellness
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A T H L E T I C  A N D  W E L L N E S S  L O W E R

 Strength, Conditioning, and Training Area 

 This suite of spaces includes a Strength and  
 Conditioning Area, a Physical Wellness  
 Classroom, and a Training Room.

 History Gallery 

 This interactive timeline of photos and memorabilia  
 will honor St. Mary’s rich history.

 Classrooms 

 Two classrooms will accommodate our growing Middle  
 and Upper School community. 

 Servery and Kitchen  
 The Servery will provide a spacious serving area for  
 students and faculty.

 Dining Hall and Private Dining 

 The light-filled Dining Hall will accommodate either the  
 entire Upper or Middle School. Faculty and staff will dine  
 in the adjacent private dining room that may also  
 function as a board room. 

 Outdoor Patio 

 Just outside the Dining Hall, the patio will be used for  
 fair-weather dining and viewing events on the track  
 and field.

 

12Improvements to 
Promote Athletics 
and Wellness cont.
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DINING HALL
RENDERING

VARSITY 
GYMNASIUM 
RENDERING

To honor our pledge to our students, we must invest in athletics 

and wellness and safeguard the financial future of St. Mary’s. 

We are, at long last, fulfilling the vision of the Facilities Master 

Plan launched in 2001. Each of the three prior phases of the plan included 

new construction—Garrott Hall, the Marlene R. Shaw Early Childhood  

Center, and the Windland Smith Rice Building—to support existing needs. 

These buildings enable us to further our mission to provide a superior  

educational experience to our students. They also allow us to remain relevant, 

to engage the Memphis community, and to make a difference beyond our  

location in the heart of Memphis. The final phase of the FOR GIRLS. FOR 

LIFE. FOR GENERATIONS. campaign will build a home for our expanding 

athletic and wellness programs and give St. Mary’s new and future programs  

a significant advantage by growing our endowment and Annual Fund. 

We are grateful for the generous support and hope that you will join us in 

making this vision a reality.

A Long-Awaited 
Promise Fulfilled

St. Mary’s acquires, at a considerable discount, the 18-room home of   

Mr. and Mrs. Morrie Moss. This purchase makes room for the growing  

Lower School at the northwest corner of Perkins and Walnut Grove.

1975



FPO



The Athletic and Wellness Center opens with a regulation-sized gymnasium, a fitness center, a dining hall,  

and new classrooms. This facility, shared with the Church of the Holy Communion, will complete the  

Facilities Master Plan.

2019

FPO

Key: 
A Mertie Buckman Performing and  
 Fine Art Center, 1996 
B Garrott Hall, 2004 
C Taylor Building, 1968 
D Windland Smith Rice Building, 2008 
E Greenwood Building (Blaisdell Cafeteria) 
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S O U T H  C A M P U S / N E W  C O N S T R U C T I O N

F School Chapel 
G Church of the Holy Communion, 1949 
H Cheney Parish Hall, 1990 
I Southard Field 

          

New Construction

“I am a St. Mary’s girl—for life. I am an alumna, a parent, a volunteer, and a donor who knows how St. Mary’s influences generations of 
women. As Board Chair, I am proud to help lead the long-anticipated effort to build an Athletic and Wellness Center that will bring our 
community together in spaces we currently cannot offer. I know firsthand that this endeavor goes beyond a building project. It is an  
essential step in the journey of St. Mary’s to grow generations of strong and healthy women.” Margaret Frazier Gardner ’85, P’21, Board Chair 



1847  
A small parish school is established at 
Calvary Episcopal Church.

1862  
St. Mary’s moves to Hernando, Mississippi.

1868  
St. Mary’s moves to 350 Poplar, next to  
St. Mary’s Episcopal Cathedral. 

1923  
St. Mary’s moves to 1257 Poplar. 

1949 
St. Mary’s moves to Grace-St. Luke’s  
Episcopal Church.

1953 
Church of the Holy Communion invites St. Mary’s  
to share their campus as its permanent home.

1963
The Barth Gymnasium is dedicated. 

1968
The Taylor Building is dedicated.

1975 
St. Mary’s purchases the Moss Hall property.

1989 
The Margaret R. Hyde Activity Center, housing  
the Willmott Gymnasium, is dedicated.

1996
The Mertie Buckman Performing and Fine Arts  
Center, home of Rose Theater, is dedicated. 

2004 
Garrott Hall is dedicated.

2006 
The Marlene R. Shaw Early Childhood Center  
is dedicated.

2008 
The Windland Smith Rice Building is dedicated. 

2019  
The new Athletic and Wellness Center will open.
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2017–2018 Board of Trustees 

Margaret Frazier Gardner ’85 P’21, Chair

William G. Jones, Ph.D. P’17’20’23, Vice Chair

Glynn M. Alexander P’14, Treasurer

Ursula N. Madden P’24, Secretary

Wendy Pritchartt Ansbro ’79 P’09

Jeffrey Block P’24’26

Allison Garrott Braswell ‘88 P’22

James A. Breazeale P’85’91 G’12’18

Edward S. Chin P’15’17

Brooke Dishmon, D.D.S. P’24

Amy P. Farris P’15

Cristina S. Fockler P’06

Robert F. Fogelman II P’29

P. Brian Fowler P’21’25

Malika Tuli Goorha, M.D. P’26’29

Sara L. Hall P’18

Celeste Bailey Herburger ’91 P’22’26’29

Laurita B. Jackson P’17’19

Kim L. Lasko P’09

Stephanie Linkous P’21

Andrew Mathes P’21

Michael L. Matthews P’15’18

Julia Chesney McDonald ’96 P’31

Gretchen Wollert McLennon ’93

Ellen Clark Moore ’73

John M. Russell P’17

At Large Members

Crissy Garrett Haslam ’76

William Orgel P’17

Ex Officio Members

The Right Reverend Don E. Johnson

Bishop, The Diocese of West Tennessee

The Reverend Alexander H. Webb II (Sandy)

Rector, Church of the Holy Communion

Jessica Johnson Webb ’94
President, Alumnae Association Board

Kelley Chancellor P’16’18’22
President, Parents Association Board

John A. Lewis, Senior Warden

Albert L. Throckmorton, Head of School

Trustees Emeriti

Thomas M. Garrott III P’83’88 G’08’09’15’22

Barbara R. Hyde P’17

Brooke A. Morrow ’74

Michael D. Rose* P’95

*deceased



“Thank you for  
investing in St. Mary’s girls— 
for life, for generations.” 



60 Perkins Extended, Memphis, TN 38117 www.stmarysschool.org
©2018 St. Mary’s Episcopal School. All rights reserved.


