SMART.
FEARLESS.
CREATIVE.
MOTIVATED.
EMPATHETIC.
ATHLETIC.
PASSIONATE.

WE KNOW GIRLS
Long before women had
the right to vote, even before
the Civil War, Mary Foote Pope
was passionate about providing
girls with the very best possible
education. She founded St. Mary’s
Episcopal School in 1847, and
over 170 years later, we’re still the
experts on how girls learn.

Evans Rogin
and Jillian Dobbins
Class of 2027

A St. Mary’s girl is curious, compassionate, and principled.
She has a distinct point of view and expresses it with a
powerful voice. She’s engaged in an incredible adventure –
discovering who she is and what she has to offer the world.
Whatever path she chooses after she leaves St. Mary’s,
she’ll possess the confidence, empathy, and sense of
purpose she needs to thrive.

SHE’S
ST. MARY’S.
THE MISSION

of St. Mary’s Episcopal School is to provide a superior educational experience for girls
that will encourage and enable each student to reach her individual potential.
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MAKERSPACES
for hands-on
innovation and
exploration

ROBUST
ROBOTICS
curriculum, focusing
on the engineering
design process

100

%

OF ST. MARY’S
students use
real tools

SHE’S FEARLESS

Sadie Rosenblum
and Mollie Wexler
Class of 2025

Girl culture
Each girl is one of a kind, individually gifted, and smart in her
own way. We believe in guiding each girl to reach her full —
and wholly unique — potential. With our 100% girl culture, our
students aren’t afraid to take risks or make mistakes. Because
we support and challenge all our students, they’re able to
accomplish exceptional results.
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SHE’S PREPARED TO LEAD

WE ENCOURAGE
INDEPENDENT THINKERS
who are prepared to lead. From the
performance stage to the science lab,
from the sports field to Chapel —
St. Mary’s girls learn to collaborate, inspire
others, and achieve their goals. It’s no
surprise that St. Mary’s graduates are at
the forefront of developments in science,
math, technology, the arts, healthcare,
education, the military, and public service.
In Memphis and across the planet,
St. Mary’s girls make a positive impact.

BOLD
LEADERS
Girls’ schools
empower students to
become bold leaders

“St. Mary’s made me the woman I
am today. It not only laid the foundation
for my character and development, but
also inspired me to strive, grow, and
succeed. The invaluable sense of selfworth, dignity, and confidence it instilled
in me from the moment I entered its
doors, paired with the dedicated teaching
and warmth of the teachers, has made

93

%

OF GIRLS’ SCHOOL
GRADS
say they were offered
greater leadership
opportunities than peers
at coed schools

80

%

OF GIRLS’ SCHOOL
GRADS
have held leadership
positions since
graduating from
high school

2/3

OF STUDENTS
expect to earn
a graduate or
professional degree

Source: National Coalition of
Girls’ Schools

me who I am. I always have a special
place in my heart for St. Mary’s. It gives
me great pride and satisfaction that the
traditions and values it was built on
continue today.”
Nupur Sidhu Bal
Class of 1998
Founder and name partner of
DeFazio Bal Law Firm
Richmond, Virginia

SHE’S CONFIDENT

“St. Mary’s has helped me mature
and grow into a better person, and I
can’t wait to see what happens over
the next two years! St. Mary’s
encourages and enables each student
to reach her individual potential.
Before, during, and after school, the
teachers are willing to work with
students on anything that will help
the girls excel, because the teachers
truly live by the school’s mission and
want their students to grow and excel
on all levels.”
Abbie Ryan
Class of 2019
Angela Roberts
Class of 2023

The
St. Mary’s
family
Ask St. Mary’s alumnae what sets us apart from other schools, and
virtually every response is “the community.” A St. Mary’s girl trusts
her teachers to support her and enable her to succeed. And she
trusts her fellow students to encourage her through challenges and
to honor her accomplishments. By extension, her family becomes
part of the St. Mary’s family, a community that values spiritual
growth, service to others, and collaboration. The result is a warm,
loving environment that makes extraordinary learning, growth,
and confidence the norm.
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SHE’S COMPASSIONATE

MIDDLE AND UPPER
SCHOOL STUDENTS
attend Chapel daily. At the heart of
our Chapel program are the voices
of our students. In addition to getting
lessons from religious and civic
leaders, alumnae, and faculty, each
senior prepares a talk for her peers.
These “Senior Speeches” are among
the favorite moments in Chapel as
younger girls are inspired by older
students. These moments give
students, faculty, and guests a
moment to pause and reflect in
the midst of busy days.
Jean Jackson
Class of 2017

Caring
for others
In the Episcopal tradition, we welcome girls of all faiths. We
teach girls to be respectful, responsible, and reverent in their
own traditions. Together we seek to find the love of God at work
in each other. Our Chapel experience is a joyful one. We gather
together to celebrate our shared life and our shared values, such
as “being kinder than necessary,” being an “upstander,” and
“serving neighbors from a heart of compassion.” We pray, we
sing, and we hear inspiring stories from our faculty, students,
and guests who represent a wide range of faiths and viewpoints.

GIRLS IN EARLY CHILDHOOD AND LOWER SCHOOL
attend Chapel once a week and participate in our ongoing character education program.
Fondly called A Bridge to Caring, this program nurtures students spiritually and teaches the
importance of respect, responsibility, kindness, courage, thankfulness, honesty, self-control,
and cooperation. We weave these timeless values into our academic curriculum, creating
a learning experience that connects the heart and mind.
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SHE’S SMART

ST. MARY’S FACULTY
bases every aspect of our curriculum on
the most current research and teaching
methods. A curriculum, however, is only
as good as the faculty who teach it, and
our faculty members are outstanding. In
addition to getting to know each girl,
how she learns, and what motivates her
to excel, our teaching staff share and gain
insight from a student’s previous teachers.
The result is a personalized learning
experience across all grades.
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BELIEVING BEAUTY
IS BRAIN DEEP

U.S. PRESIDENTIAL
SCHOLARS IN
6 YEARS

Highest national honor
for high school students

is why academic excellence has been
at the core of everything we do since
1847. It’s our job to understand exactly
where your daughter is now, both
intellectually and emotionally, and to help
her grow to her full and unique potential.
When she graduates, she’ll know how to

30

ST. MARY’S
AVERAGE
ACT SCORE
National average:21

communicate effectively, make informed
decisions, be creative, and think critically
— valuable skills that will help her triumph
as she takes on life’s great adventures.
Whether we’re designing play
activities for our youngest students in
St. Mary’s Place or preparing our seniors
for college, our curriculum is specifically
designed for the way girls learn. Plus,
we’ve intentionally engineered it to build

64

%

OF STUDENTS
scored
between 30 and 36
on the ACT

upon each year’s previous learning. This
“scaffolding” effect creates synergies that
amplify each girl’s knowledge as she
moves from early childhood and Lower
School, to Middle School and then
Upper School.

24

%

OF STUDENTS
were recognized by
the National Merit
Scholarship Program

Source: Class of 2017

Lauren Ledger
Class of 2018

8 13
OF

MIDDLE SCHOOL
TEAMS
placed 1st or 2nd
in Shelby League

76

%

of Upper School
girls compete
in Varsity sports

20

ATHLETES
were named to
The Commercial Appeal’s
All Metro Team
2016-17

SHE’S COMPETITIVE

Merrill Culpepper
Class of 2019

On the field,
in the water, or on the courts, St. Mary’s girls display the
same exuberance and commitment as in the classroom.
Nearly three-quarters of St. Mary’s girls are athletes,
and half of those participate in more than one sport. As
consummate athletes and disciplined players, the St. Mary’s
Turkeys have captured city, state, division, regional, and
national titles. That passion drives many graduating seniors
to continue competing at the collegiate level.

THE UPPER SCHOOL FIELDS TEAMS IN:
• BASKETBALL • BOWLING • CROSS COUNTRY • FENCING • GOLF • LACROSSE
• SOCCER • SWIMMING • TENNIS • TRACK • TRAP • VOLLEYBALL
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SHE’S CREATIVE

3

CERAMIC KILNS

4

ST. MARY’S
student theatre
productions
a year

3

DANCE STUDIOS

4

STUDENT AUTHORED
publications annually

CREATIVITY AND EXPRESSION
are an essential part of the St. Mary’s
experience. From writing, painting,
filmmaking, and sculpture, to music,
dancing, and acting, girls use the creative
process to explore, master skills and
concepts, and provide peer feedback to
achieve excellence. We make sure all our
girls have ample opportunities to engage
in the arts, especially the performing arts.
Whether a newbie to the stage or a
veteran actor, all students have a role in
making memorable theatre productions.

Little Women
Upper School Production

YOUR CHILD’S INTERESTS
are integrated into daily lessons
and projects that enable her to build
upon her natural sense of wonder,
investigate the world around her,
and develop a sense of autonomy.
We engage in meaningful play
that introduces her to new concepts
and ideas and teaches her how to
cooperate in a group. We also
provide daily opportunities to practice
communicating effectively with others.

Meredith Muscari
Class of 2030

Early
Childhood
In the Marlene Shaw Early Childhood Center, each day is a new
adventure full of wonder and discovery. Our youngest St. Mary’s
girls start their journeys as lifelong learners in an environment that
is rooted in love and security, steeped in language, and filled
with a spirit of independence and inquiry. The readiness skills
introduced during their formative years are foundational to all
learning that follows.

5

YEARS OLD+
SENIOR
KINDERGARTEN

4

YEARS OLD+
JUNIOR
KINDERGARTEN

3

YEARS OLD+
PRE-KINDERGARTEN

2

YEARS OLD+
ST. MARY’S PLACE

+Before June 1

EARLY CHILDHOOD SUBJECTS:
• ART • CREATIVE MOVEMENT* • LIBRARY • MUSIC • PHYSICAL EDUCATION
• RELIGION • SCIENCE • SPANISH
*St. Mary’s Place and Pre-Kindergarten programs
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“From day one, we could not have felt
more comfortable with our decision
or happier with the process. Our
daughter is clearly thriving. The
academic learning process is simply
beyond reproach. Watching her
process information, it becomes clear
that she is learning how to learn and
not simply being taught. We feel that
every day at St. Mary’s is a gift, and
we are so proud to be a part of the
St. Mary’s family. This education is
simply invaluable.”
Jonathan Ellichman
Parent of Ella Alpe, Class of 2025

Rainer Witherington
and Luciana Szatkowski
Class of 2028

Lower School
In Lower School, girls continue their academic lives with an
unsurpassed learning experience. Specialist teachers collaborate
with our talented, loving classroom teachers to create a dynamic
environment designed to engage and ignite young girls’ minds.
The hands-on curriculum teaches students invaluable lessons
about problem-solving, tenacity, creativity, and cooperation.
The character education program and weekly Chapel help
channel girls’ hearts and minds toward positive action and
caring for others.

LOWER SCHOOL SPECIAL SUBJECTS:
• ART • BALLET • LIBRARY • MUSIC • PHYSICAL EDUCATION • RELIGION
• SCIENCE • SPANISH
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BALANCING WORK
A N D P L AY
is something Middle School girls
must understand. They learn how to
take care of themselves and others—
and not take themselves too seriously.
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YEARS
Average number
of years of
teaching experience

100

%

of Middle School
girls participate in
our art, music, and
dance programs

Jessica Joshi, Class of 2021
Alexandra Touliatos, Class of 2022
Chloé Webster, Class of 2021

Middle School
In Middle School, 5th grade girls run from one class to the next with
unbridled excitement. Three very short years later, 8th grade girls
emerge with both skills and zeal, prepared for Upper School. This
incredible transformation results from an intentional curriculum that
nurtures and challenges students every day of their Middle School
journey. And it’s possible only because of our experienced faculty
members who know both the ins and outs of their subject matter, as
well as the ups and downs of a girl’s life during these critical years.
Middle School is a time of opportunity. We encourage our
students to take risks and try new things. A sport. An instrument.
A language. Some opportunities are so important that we make sure
every girl has that experience — coding, robotics, public speaking,
and service to others — and that makes Middle School a lot of fun.

UNIQUE CLASSES:
• CREATIVE EXPRESSION • INTRODUCTION TO SCRATCH AND JAVASCRIPT
• ROBOTICS • SERVICE LEARNING • FILMMAKING • DANCE • STUDIO ART • THEATRE
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75

faculty members
with a master’s degree
and/or a Ph.D.

NEARLY

1/2

of our Upper School
students participate
in music education

HONORS INDEPENDENT RESEARCH STUDY
Alina Perez '17 is working

Elizabeth Caradonna '17 and

Rebecca Sabin '17 worked

with Medtronic engineers to

Megan Wassef '17 completed

with Rhodes College Professor

redesign an instrument for spinal

summer externships at ALSAC,

Alexandra Kostina to conduct a

surgery, beginning with the surgeon’s

learning about the fundraising

linguistics study of the use of

request and ending with a video to

organization behind St. Jude

metaphors in various languages

educate surgeons about how to use

Children’s Research Hospital.

and how they alter our perception

the new instrument.

Lena Soares and
Pooja Talati
Class of 2019

of the world around us.

Upper School
In Upper School, students thrive as they are immersed in a
well-rounded, college preparatory curriculum that extends
beyond the classroom walls to provide real-life experiences.
During these critical years, Upper School faculty members
focus on making sure that our students are lifelong learners
who can think critically, creatively, and independently. Athletic,
artistic, musical, and community-service opportunities ensure that
these last years are exciting and memorable. When a St. Mary’s
girl receives her diploma, she has everything she needs to make
her mark on the world. After all, she’s St. Mary’s.

UNIQUE CLASSES:
• AP MUSIC THEORY • FACING HISTORY AND OURSELVES • ST. MARY’S ABROAD
• FRENCH IMMERSION IN QUEBEC • HONORS INDEPENDENT RESEARCH STUDY
• COMPUTER SCIENCE • ONLINE ELECTIVES THROUGH ONE SCHOOLHOUSE
• THE MEANING OF LIFE
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THE NATHANIEL C. HUGHES
LEARNING CENTER

SHE’S OPEN
TO NEW THINGS

at St. Mary’s is an invaluable
community resource. The Center
provides year-round tutoring and
classes for both enrichment and
remediation. The Center is open to
boys and girls of all ages. Its summer
reading programs are unmatched in
our community. Hundreds of children
have become avid readers because
they received individualized reading
instruction, based on the most up-todate research and best practices.
Mary Knight, Avery Scott,
and Lily Clapper
Class of 2032

After school
Why should the fun stop when the school day ends? One of the
city’s most enriching and popular co-curricular programs begins
after school at St. Mary’s. It’s called Pursuits After 3. If your
daughter is a dreamer, a doer, or an explorer, she’ll love our
extensive offering of unique enrichment programs.
Our faculty members bring the same quality of excellence to
Pursuits After 3 that St. Mary’s is known for during the school day.
From Fairy Tale Science and hip-hop dance classes, to Cooking
101 and private music lessons, students explore and engage in
a fun, safe, and supervised setting. The program’s customizable,
flexible schedule allows students to attend any day or every day
of each week.
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GIVE YOUR DAUGHTER
THE OPPORTUNITY
TO SHINE

“We chose St. Mary’s because of
the intentional approach the
school applies to every single detail
of its academic, athletic, and
character-building offerings for
girls. Since our daughter started
here, it is as if a light was lit within
her. She is excelling in a variety of
pursuits and demonstrates a love of
learning we had not seen before.”
Anna McQuiston Holtzclaw
Class of 1988
Parent of Caroline, Class of 2024

YEAR AFTER YEAR,
through decades and across generations,
parents who have wanted the best for their
daughters have chosen St. Mary’s — and
have been rewarded for it. If you want
your daughter to have the very best,
give her the greatest gift of all. Give
her St. Mary’s.
It all starts with a visit. Please
schedule yours online today at
www.stmarysschool.org.
We look forward to welcoming you, and
especially your daughter, to the
St. Mary’s family.

Class of 2017

Arizona State University
Auburn University
Baylor University
Birmingham-Southern College
Boston College
Boston University
Bowdoin College
California Institute of Technology
Carleton College
Case Western Reserve University
Centre College
Champlain College
Chapman University
Clemson University
Cleveland Institute of Music
Colgate University
College of Charleston

Colorado State University
Columbia College
Columbia University
Cornell University
DePaul University
Drury University
Duke University
Eckerd College
Elon University
Emerson College
Emory University
Flagler College
Florida State University
Fordham University
Furman University
George Mason University
Georgetown University

George Washington University
Harvard University
Howard University
Indiana University
Louisiana State University
Loyola University Chicago
Loyola University New Orleans
Marymount Manhattan College
Middlebury College
Mississippi State University
Montana State University
Mount Holyoke College
The New School-Eugene Lang College
Newberry College
New York University
North Carolina State University
Northeastern University

Northwestern University
Oberlin College
The Ohio State University
Pace University
Princeton University
Rangsit University
Rhodes College
Rice University
Rollins College
Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology
Saint Louis University
Samford University
Sarah Lawrence College
Savannah College of Art and Design
Sewanee: The University of the South
Smith College
Southern Methodist University

Canada, Ireland, Thailand, and United Kingdom

The impact
of a St Mary’s education reaches far beyond
Memphis. See where our 2012-2017 graduates
are making a difference.

Spelman College
Temple University
Texas A&M University
Texas Christian University
Tulane University
University College Dublin
University of Akron
The University of Alabama
The University of Alabama at Birmingham
University of Arkansas
University of British Columbia
University of California, Irvine
University of California, Los Angeles
University of Chicago
University of Colorado, Boulder
University of Denver
University of East Anglia, United Kingdom

University
University
University
University
University
University
University
University
University
University
University
University
University
University
University
University
University

of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of

Florida
Georgia
Illinois, Urbana-Champaign
Kansas
Maryland, Baltimore County
Memphis
Miami
Mississippi
Missouri
North Carolina, Chapel Hill
Notre Dame
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Pittsburgh
Puget Sound
Richmond
San Diego

University of South Carolina
University of Southern California
University of St Andrews, Scotland
University of Tennessee, Chattanooga
University of Tennessee, Knoxville
University of Texas at Austin
University of Toronto
University of Virginia
University of Wisconsin-Madison
Vanderbilt University
Vassar College
Wake Forest University
Warren Wilson College
Washington and Lee University
Washington University, St. Louis
Webster University
Wellesley College

William & Mary
Williams College
Wofford College
Xavier University of Louisiana
Yale University
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