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REQUIRED: The Help   Kathryn Stockett ** 

 

Wish You Well    David Baldacci 

The Selection    Kiera Cass 

The Fault in Our Stars   John Green 

Found     Margaret Peterson Haddix 

The Lions of Little Rock  Kristin Levine 

The Giver     Lois Lowry 

Zero Tolerance    Claudia Mills 

The Lightning Thief   Rick Riordan 

Divergent     Veronica Roth 

Take Back the Skies   Lucy Saxon 

The Schwa Was Here   Neal Shusterman 

Unfriended     Rachel Vail 

The Running Dream   Wendelin Van Draanen 

The 5th Wave    Rick Yancey 

 
 

Please keep a record of the reading you do this summer. You are required to read 
three books from this list over the summer: The Help by Kathryn Stockett and two 
books of your choice from the open list of titles. Please keep a record of any books 
that you read that are not on this list. We want to know what you are reading and 
what you like to read!   

 
Parental permission is required for all reading from this list. If a parent 

chooses that a child not read THE HELP because of some of its mature content, we 
respect this decision.  Just substitute another title from the list to replace THE HELP. 
	  

 
 



St. Mary’s Annotated Summer Reading List 
7th Grade 2018-19 

 
 

Required Summer Reading for all: 
 

The Help by Kathryn Stockett:  In 1962 Jackson, Mississippi, Eugenia 
“Skeeter” Phelan is just home from college where black women were trusted to 
raise white children but not allowed to use the family bathroom. Anxious to 
become a writer, Skeeter interviews Aibileen, a maid who's raised 17 children, 
and Aibileen's best friend Minny, who has lost jobs for mouthing off to her white 
employers.  The book she puts together based on their stories is truthful, scathing, 
and shocking, bringing pride and hope to the black community, while giving 
Skeeter the courage to break down her personal boundaries and pursue her 
dreams. 

  
Please read two books that you have not yet read from the following list: 
 

Wish You Well by David Baldacci:  Twelve-year-old Louisa Mae Cardinal and 
her family live in hectic 1940 New York City. When tragedy strikes, Lou and her 
younger brother Oz must go with their invalid mother to live on their great-
grandmother's farm in the Virginia mountains. Lou finds herself coming of age in 
a totally new environment, making her first true friend, and experiencing many 
new adventures. When the forces of greed and justice clash over her new home 
and, as their struggle is played out in a crowded Virginia courtroom, it will 
determine the future of the two children, an entire town, and the mountains they 
love. 

The Selection by Kiera Cass:  Sixteen-year-old America Singer is serious about 
her boyfriend, and she does not want to leave her family. If she marries her 
boyfriend Aspen, she will be marrying down, and Aspen does not want that life 
for her. America is invited to register for the Selection, an opportunity to live in 
the palace with 34 other girls in competition to be Prince Maxom’s choice for his 
princess. Aspen encourages her to register as this will also help her family. 
America is selected, makes a few friends with the other women, but tells Prince 
Maxon her plight and offers to be his friend and to help him make difficult 
princely decisions. While America cannot forget Aspen and wonders if she will 
ever see him again, Prince Maxon begins to both like and respect her. 

The Fault in Our Stars by John Green:	  When sixteen-year-old Hazel Grace 
Lancaster attends a church support group for cancer survivors, she meets 
Augustus Waters, a teen with a type of cancer that causes him to lose his leg and 
wear a prosthetic. The two become inseparable, the basis of their relationship 
being Hazel Grace's favorite book, An Imperial Affliction, in which the main 
character Anna has a rare blood cancer.  Augustus reads it, and Hazel Grace 
agrees to read a book about the origins of his favorite video game. When the 
author ends An Imperial Affliction abruptly, Augustus and Hazel Grace become 



obsessed with what happens to the characters. They write to the book's author, 
Peter Van Houten, to provide the answers, and Augustus even hopes to use a wish 
foundation to fly him and Hazel Grace to Amsterdam, where the author lives, to 
talk with him in person, but, with Hazel Grace’s condition, travelling may be too 
dangerous.  
 
Found by Margaret Peterson Haddix:  A plane arrives at an airline gate 
unnoticed by radar and most personnel. There are no flight attendants, no pilot, 
and no adults at all. The thirty-six passengers are all infants. Thirteen years later, 
Ohio teenage adoptees Jonah and his friend Chip begin receiving sinister 
messages declaring that they are among "the missing" and that someone is coming 
to find them. Frightened, yet intrigued, the boys begin a search for their real 
identities with the help of Jonah's younger sister. Their search to discover where 
they came from leads to a conspiracy that reaches from the far past to the distant 
future and into danger greater than they ever imagined possible. 
 
The Lions of Little Rock by Kristin Levine: Set in 1958 Little Rock, Arkansas, 
with politicians raging for and against integrating schools, Marlee, whose family 
is divided over school integration, befriends Lizzie who is thrown out of school 
because she is a light-skinned black passing for white. With threatening phone 
calls, the Ku Klux Klan, and dynamite in a classmate’s car, Marlee and Lizzie 
continue to meet secretly. Through Lizzie, Marlee finds her voice against racism. 
 
The Giver by Lois Lowry: In a world with no poverty, no crime, no sickness and 
no unemployment, and where every family is happy, 12-year-old Jonas is chosen 
to be the community's Receiver of Memories. Under the tutelage of the Elders and 
an old man known as the Giver, he discovers the disturbing truth about his 
utopian world and struggles against its hypocrisy. (1994 Newbery Award) 

Take Back the Skies by Lucy Saxon:  Desperate to escape an arranged marriage 
and the life her high-ranking government official father planned for her, Cat 
Hunter runs away from her homeland Tellus, disguises herself as a boy, and stows 
away on an air ship. She's ready for life in a new land where the general 
population isn't poverty stricken and at the mercy of the cruel officials. What she 
isn't quite ready for is meeting Fox, a crewmember aboard the Stormdancer, 
which turns out to be a smugglers' ship! 

Zero Tolerance by Claudia Mills: When it comes drugs and weapons, 
Longwood Middle School has a Zero Tolerance Policy. No Drugs. No Weapons. 
No exceptions. Seventh-grade honor student Sierra Shepard mistakenly brings her 
mother’s lunch bag to school instead of her own. In the bag, are an apple and a 
knife with which to cut the apple. Trying to do the right thing, she turns the knife 
over to the lunch lady, who promptly escorts Sierra to the principal’s office. 
Surely, the principal will understand! When an iron-clad-no-excuses-no-
exceptions-zero-tolerance rule collides with an honest mistake, common sense 
goes out the window, and Sierra is suddenly thrust into in-school suspension and 
kids with whom she would never associate, plus the very real possibility of 
expulsion!  



The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan: Twelve-year-old Percy Jackson cannot 
behave and settle down to study and is about to be kicked out of his third high 
school. His mother, however, mysteriously understands why. After defending his 
best friend Grover against a bully, strange things happen to Percy. His math 
teacher turns into a monster and tries to kill Percy, a Minotour from Greek 
mythology chases Percy until Percy tears off one of his horns and the Minotour 
dissolves into sand, and Percy's Mom disappears in a cloud of golden haze. 
Grover leads Percy into Camp Half-Blood, inhabited by creatures from Greek 
mythology, where students like Percy, who discover they are demigods, are 
trained in the ways of the Greek gods. Because of Percy's clever behavior at the 
camp, he is awarded a quest. Zeus's lightning bolt, his symbol of power, has been 
stolen, and Percy's mission is to find the thief and return the powerful lightning 
bolt to Zeus before a war breaks out between Olympus and the Underworld. 

Divergent by Veronica Roth: Sixteen-‐year-‐old	  Beatrice	  Prior	  lives	  in	  
dystopian	  Chicago	  where	  there	  are	  five	  factions	  of	  society.	  On	  Choosing	  Day,	  
16-‐year-‐olds	  are	  required	  to	  choose	  a	  faction	  for	  the	  rest	  of	  their	  lives.	  Each	  
faction	  is	  devoted	  to	  a	  virtue:	  Candor	  focuses	  on	  honesty,	  Abnegation	  on	  
selflessness,	  Dauntless	  on	  bravery,	  Amity	  on	  peacefulness	  and	  Erudite	  on	  
intelligence.	  Before	  choosing	  a	  faction,	  candidates	  takes	  aptitude	  tests	  to	  
determine	  the	  faction	  to	  which	  they	  are	  best	  suited.	  They	  can	  then	  either	  join	  
that	  faction	  on	  Choosing	  Day	  or	  stay	  with	  their	  family's	  faction.	  Candidates	  
who	  do	  not	  successfully	  complete	  the	  required	  initiation	  for	  their	  faction	  are	  
declared	  “factionless”	  and	  must	  live	  on	  the	  streets.	  Beatrice	  is	  in	  the	  
Abnegation	  faction,	  but	  her	  test	  results	  indicate	  she	  could	  also	  be	  in	  Erudite	  
or	  Dauntless.	  Since	  her	  results	  do	  not	  specify	  one	  faction,	  Beatrice	  is	  a	  
"Divergent."	  Beatrice	  chooses	  to	  join	  the	  Dauntless	  faction,	  which	  allows	  only	  
the	  top	  10	  initiates	  to	  join,	  while	  everyone	  else	  becomes	  “factionless.”	  	  
Beatrice	  then	  renames	  herself	  Tris,	  begins	  her	  grueling	  initiation	  as	  well	  as	  a	  
romance	  with	  the	  Dauntless	  instructor,	  Four,	  and	  experiences	  attacks	  among	  
the	  factions.	  	  

The Schwa was Here by Neal Shusterman: Calvin Schwa possesses the gift of 
being “unnoticed.” Seeing opportunity knocking, Antsy Bonano becomes “The 
Schwa’s” agent and takes money bets on what “The Schwa” can get away with 
unnoticed. They accept a dare requiring "The Schwa" to enter the home of 
powerful restaurant owner Crawley and retrieve a dog bowl belonging to one of 
his 14 Afghans. Crawley catches them, makes them walk his dogs daily, and 
insists that Antsy act as a companion for his blind granddaughter, Lexie. Antsy 
finds himself flanked by two peers, one who cannot see and one who cannot be 
seen! Through their growing friendship, all three learn much from and about each 
other. 

Unfriended by Rachel Vail: The nastiness begins when Truly’s friend Hazel 
feels betrayed when Truly is invited to sit at the popular kids’ lunch table by 
Truly's former best friend Natasha. Unbeknown to Truly, Natasha has ulterior 
motives for inviting Truly into the coveted circle. When both Hazel and Natasha 
turn against Truly, the result is a slew of mean-spirited online posts where kids 
are caught in a mess of lies, misunderstandings, accusations, and counter-



accusations, all happening very publicly on social media.  The book is told from 
the rotating perspectives of six middle schoolers: Truly, Natasha, Hazel, Brooke, 
Clay, and Jack, all affected by the worst that social media could ever be where 
even Moms get involved.   

The 5th Wave by Rick Yancey:  After the 1st wave, only darkness remains; after 
the 2nd, only the lucky escape; and after the 3rd, only the unlucky survive. After 
the 4th wave, the only rule that applies is to trust no one. It is now the dawn of the 
5th wave. On a lonely stretch of highway, Cassie runs from “Them,” beings who 
only look human, but roam the countryside killing anyone they see, and who have 
scattered Earth's last survivors. Cassie believes to stay alone is to stay alive until 
she meets Evan Walker. Charming and mysterious, Evan Walker may be Cassie's 
only hope for rescuing her brother and saving herself. Soon Cassie must choose 
between trust and despair, defiance and surrender, and life and death.  

The Running Dream by Wendelin Van Draanen: When track star Jessica loses 
her leg in a school bus accident she is devastated that she will never run again. 
After weaning herself off painkillers, upon which she's become dependent, and 
graduating from a wheelchair to crutches, she returns to school at the urging of 
her best friend Fiona. When Jessica’s track coach shows her videos of amputees 
running on prostheses, Jessica believes there is hope she may run again if her 
team can raise the money needed to buy the special leg. In the meantime, Jessica 
becomes friends with Rosa, wheelchair-bound with cerebral palsy, who invites 
Jessica to have lunch in Room 402 with other disabled kids.  At first, Jessica is 
hesitant, but after getting to know the “Room 402 Gang,” she says, "Don't sum up 
the person based on what you see or what you don't understand! Get to know 
them!” By the end of the book, Jessica's gradual acceptance of her new life's 
limitations, determination to run again, so many people willing to help, and the 
discovery of her disability’s unanticipated gifts make us all root for her as she 
learns to run again. 


