
2018-2019 Calculator Information for Math and Science—Upper School 

 

The Math and Science departments ask that all incoming freshmen and other 
new upper school students purchase the Texas Instruments Nspire CX CAS 
calculator through the math department. Students will be able to use this 
calculator throughout high school and college. 

We DO NOT recommend buying the calculator prior to the start of school.  St. 
Mary’s Math Department will be ordering TI-Nspire CX CAS calculators during 
the second week of school, in order to take advantage of bulk pricing. The cost 
for the CX (color) model, that has a rechargeable battery, will be $135. Students 
should bring a check made out to St. Mary’s (with the student name in the memo 
line) to their math teacher the first day of school. 

Returning Sophomores through Seniors should already have a TI-Nspire CX 
CAS calculator. If you have lost your calculator, please talk to Mr. McCalla before 
you buy another one.  We will be placing a one-time bulk order.  If you need to 
order a calculator later in the year, the price may be more. 

If you choose to buy a calculator on your own, PLEASE make sure to get the TI-
Nspire CX CAS. The “CAS” is very important (Texas Instruments also has an 
Nspire model [non-CAS] which will NOT work well for us). Most local stores do 
not carry the CAS model, which is why we recommend ordering it through the 
school. The Nspire CAS can still be used on the SAT, PSAT and AP Calculus, 
Chemistry, and Physics Exams (but not the ACT). 

If you do purchase a calculator on your own, please make sure it is the correct 
model, and remember to save the cardboard insert from the packaging. They 
have a UPC code on them and are valuable to the Math Department. Please turn 
them in to your math teacher the first day of school. 

Thank You, 

Jeff McCalla 
Mathematics Department Chair 

 


