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Some of the best stories are born from travel. I enjoyed the great pleasure of collecting several when Senior English
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teacher Shari Ray, Drama teacher Jenny Madden, and I accompanied 14 St. Mary’s students this summer to Ireland
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and England for a curricular excursion called Poets and Pilgrims. On this literary tour of Galway, Dublin,
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Stratford-upon-Avon, Oxford, and London, I discovered that St. Mary’s girls engage in travel with the same commitment
they give their studies, art, athletics, and community service. I saw them create original sketches and movies, write original
poems, eyewitness Brexit, and spell “Ireland” with their bodies on the shore of the Irish Sea. They are fearless, creative,
and passionate at home and abroad.
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St. Mary’s immerses students in stories in Chapel, in the classroom, on the field, and, more often now, through travel and
in other languages. The Board of Trustees has created a Global Education task force to marry our mission to the important
goals of language and global education. We are asking, “What should be the unique global mindset of a St. Mary’s
student?” In pursuing this goal through curriculum, world language, travel, and service, we are identifying how our place
in the Memphis community informs our place in the world.
On our international trips, we have already seen how important it is for girls to be immersed in another language and to
understand the perspective of another culture, and not just as a test-taker or a tourist. The stories they collect in these
experiences illustrate their curiosity and build their confidence. Stories also spark their compassion. St. Mary’s girls,
already remarkable for their community service in the Mid-South, are expanding their knowledge, skills, and mindset
to ask, “What can I do to help the world?”
Each day, the St. Mary’s community prays, “Keep the students in health of mind and soul and body.” We are taking that
complete picture of the girl as the model for assessing and developing everything from our curriculum and travel to our
plans for a new gym and dining hall. As you read the magazine, I hope you will see St. Mary’s, 170 years old, as the
innovative school that is nurturing girls of all ages and in all aspects of their being. That journey, as you will see, creates
many meaningful stories.
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THE POWER OF

STORY

OUR STORIES

Storytelling has been at the heart of St. Mary’s Episcopal School since its
inception in 1847. Storytelling, in its truest form, is the activity of sharing
a story as a means of entertainment, education, or connection.
In contrast, story listening is the activity of opening oneself to another
for the sole purpose of learning. At St. Mary’s, we celebrate both.
This edition of the magazine showcases the stories that are uniquely
St. Mary’s and demonstrates the impact they have on
the world around us.
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BALANCE
FOR THE
BODY

Although she may not recognize it, ever since her

to self as they learn about their

divided into groups, and each

first days in the Marlene Shaw Early Childhood

senses, then connect parts of

group researches a major organ

Center, Margie has been learning how to keep

the body to the various systems,

from one of the human body

herself in balance.

and finally break the systems

systems,” she says. “Then they

down and connect those to the

build a model of the organ

building blocks of life. They

they’ve researched from found

get to see how everything

materials like boxes, bottles,

successfully works together, a

ribbon, packing materials, and

concept that can transfer to

cardboard. The girls understand

cycles in nature, patterns in

the location and size of major

math, and interpersonal skills in

organs and how they relate

cooperative groups.”

and support other systems in the

Junior Kindergarten students are first introduced
to the human body through the language arts
program “All About Me.” The girls are able to
identify body parts and how they work, and they

BY SALLY LYON

are beginning to understand the five senses. They
also talk about healing the body when it’s hurt
or sick. They even have a doctor’s office center
in their classrooms, complete with a reception
area, examination table, and all the real tools of

These connections continue in

the trade. In Senior Kindergarten, girls study the

Lower School, where students

senses in more detail. They can identify, explain,

are introduced to human body

and understand why each one is important.

systems, learn to identify the

Through stories about real people who are missing

brain as the body’s control

body.” The systems are studied
in more detail in 2nd and 3rd
grades, with special focus given
to the importance of vitamins
and minerals in food and which
foods make up a balanced diet.
One after-school group of 3rd

“The girls make great connections
during the human body study.
They get to see how everything
successfully works together.”

A

cross every grade level, girls are

girl graduates, she has gained

remember storing questions in

learning about the miracle that is the

valuable knowledge about the

the back of my mind,” says

human body and the story the human

human body and how to put

Margie, “for when I knew we

that knowledge to good use.

were going to talk about it.”

body tells. And what a St. Mary’s student absorbs
in Senior Kindergarten about major organs and
human systems, she carries along through A.P.
Anatomy in Upper School. It's no accident that the
curriculum is designed so that a girl builds on her
knowledge, year by year. By the time a St. Mary’s
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Margie Peeler '17 remembers
building on her technical
understanding of the human
body, especially during her
Middle School days. “I can

When she graduates in May
and heads to college in the fall,

Sheri Burkeen
Curriculum Development Coordinator

Charles – the girls recognize challenges a deaf or

importance of regular exercise

blind person must face.

and checkups. First graders

to take care of herself, by living

the human body study,” says Sheri Burkeen,

healthfully and managing the

Curriculum Development Coordinator for Early

stress that college brings.

Childhood and Lower School. “They first connect

that shows the girls the food they
eat at a molecular level.
Focus on the body isn’t just for
academic classes. St. Mary’s
girls of all grades participate in
awareness of one’s physical

center, and begin to discover the

“The girls make great connections during

of strawberry DNA, a project

programs designed to increase

one or more of the senses – Helen Keller and Ray

Margie will be fully prepared

graders produced a 3D model

create models of the systems
with Lower School Science
teacher Shelley Kuykendall
Herzke '90. “The girls are

and emotional self, as well
as to respect and honor the
bodies and minds of peers.
In Early Childhood and Lower
School, the girls hear about A
Bridge to Caring during weekly
Chapel, talk about those values
– respect, responsibility,

5
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control, courage, honesty, and
cooperation – and integrate
them into their school lives.
These youngest students learn
about being a friend on the
playground, in the cafeteria, or
in the classroom.
When the girls reach 4th
grade, they participate in
Girlpower, a program focused
on building self-confidence and
maintaining healthy friendships
as they prepare to make the
journey across the street to
Middle School for 5th grade.
St. Mary’s continues that
preparation with a 5th grade
class called Transitions, taught
by Katherine House, Middle
School Guidance Counselor.
“It’s a class that helps girls
make the transition from Lower
School to Middle School life,”
House says. “We focus a lot on
teaching mindfulness so that the
girls are better able to succeed
in their new environment.” This
awareness extends through the
rest of Middle School, where
the girls learn facts about their
bodies that enable them to make
good decisions.

6

Katherine House
Middle School Guidance Counselor
Ninth grade is a cornerstone year in the study of
the human body at St. Mary’s. Every girl takes
a biology class and a health class. “During the
first weeks in health class, we focus on studying
personalities, learning styles, and emotional
understanding. The girls have round-table
discussions on important topics like organization,
planning, sleeping, and study skills,” says Christine
Mudalige, 9th grade Health and Physical
Education teacher. “In this way, health class
touches on some of what the girls learned back in
their Middle School Transitions classes. We focus
on the teenage brain in order to help the girls
understand why they act or feel certain ways,”
Mudalige says.

In their Senior year, all St.
Mary’s girls attend a special
“college prep” day, where
they learn self-defense and
how to deal with relationship
aggression. This program,
created by administration
and faculty at St. Mary’s,
Hutchison, and Memphis
University School, is intended
to send students to college with
the practical information and
skills they need to help them
in the unknown years ahead.
In a way, “college prep” day
is a final step on A Bridge to
Caring. The Senior girls have
learned, since their earliest
days in Early Childhood, to be
mindful, to take responsibility for
their actions, and to make smart
choices for their bodies. St.
Mary’s focuses on empowering
girls to be lifelong learners who
can think critically, creatively,
and independently and can craft
powerful stories through their
knowledge of their bodies and
their minds.
Mae Dallas '27

thankfulness, kindness, self-

“It’s a class that
helps girls make
the transition from
Lower School to
Middle School
life. We focus a
lot on teaching
mindfulness so that
the girls are better
able to succeed
in their new
environment.”
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IN THE
ARTS

BY GRACE JENSEN KNIGHT ’05 AND LAURA RUSSELL

reativity and expression are essential

work as an actress encourages

parts of the St. Mary’s experience. From

our students to reach for their

St. Mary’s Place to 12th grade, St. Mary’s

dreams and to remember that

girls are storytellers. From writing, painting,

each of us must be her own

filmmaking, and sculpture, to music, dancing, and

cheerleader. Madden says, “Just

acting, girls use the creative process and a variety

because you aren’t selected

of media to evoke emotion and share narratives.

for a part doesn’t mean you

St. Mary’s has hosted two student theater
productions this school year, “The Jungle Book
Jr.” and “Little Women.” These productions have
engaged our community while providing creative
outlets for our students and faculty. Jenny Madden,
Middle School Drama, Ensemble, and Performing

8

Left to right: Will Avery (Houston High School), Lauren Ledger '18, and Julia Preston '18 perform in “Little Women.”

aren’t talented.” These words
of wisdom remind our girls that
they have been given great gifts
and that they should use the
confidence and poise learned at
St. Mary’s to pursue their goals.

Arts teacher, brings her personal experiences

Five years ago, Head of School

to developing student talent in the theater arts.

Albert Throckmorton asked

Madden, a professional actress and founder of

Upper School Art teacher

“Voices of the South,” shares her philosophy with

Nancy Prillaman to create a

her students: “Stories can transform lives; they

monthly selection process by

can transform communities.” Her professional

which artwork from across the

“Suburbia” by Jasmine Huang '17: a piece from Huang’s concentration on dwellings.

THE POWER OF STORY

“Stories can
transform
lives;
they can
transform
communities.”
Jenny Madden
Middle School Drama,
Ensemble, and
Performing Arts teacher

9

“The Jungle Book Jr.” ensemble performs in the Rose Theater.

campus could be featured in his office. Through

the girls can explore on their

girl signs up with and make it

this art, Throckmorton is able to showcase the

journeys to self-discovery.

work.” Students practice on a

story of girls’ potential through creativity. Beautiful
pieces of art have made their way through his
door, but one that stands out is “Suburbia” by
Jasmine Huang '17. Huang uses this piece of art
to explain her heritage: “My parents were raised
in China in the aftermath of Chairman Mao’s
reign. Upon arriving in Memphis, they wanted a
safe haven for raising their family, and they found
it in the suburbs. Rather than paint the houses
with stereotypical sameness, I chose to give them
individuality and personality through color, line,
and shape.” This art is the first thing visitors see
upon entering Throckmorton's office, and it is
always noticed. Through social media, a larger
audience sees that St. Mary’s is a place for artists
and that creativity is another area of potential
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The St. Mary’s Wind Ensemble,
led by Rhendle “Doc” Millen,
Chair of Upper School
Performing Arts, is a hybrid
of a concert band and an
orchestra. It is a demonstration
of collaboration at its finest at
St. Mary’s. Millen, who has
worked with St. Mary’s students
for more than 30 years, makes
all musicians feel welcome in
the ensemble. Millen says, “St.
Mary’s feels so strongly that
anyone who wants to play
should have that opportunity,
so I take whatever instrument a

regular basis, some with years
of lessons and performances in
their back pockets and some just
beginning their love of a musical
instrument. Upper School girls
work together to share stories
through their music, but equally
important are the stories that
come out of the practice
sessions. Girls encourage each
other to reach new heights with
their instruments and to push a
little harder for just the
right sound.

Left to right: Kate Stukenborg '20, Anna Alexander '19, and Lauren Davis '18 prepare for the Upper School Wind Ensemble Christmas Concert.

THE POWER OF STORY
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A COACH’S
DREAM

F

BY SALLY LYON AND LAURA RUSSELL

our years ago, St. Mary’s
was just another school
in Memphis to Assistant

Athletic Director and Coach John
Bartholomew. An accomplished
lacrosse player and dedicated
coach, his St. Mary’s story
Assistant Athletic Director and Coach John Bartholomew and members of the St. Mary’s 7th grade basketball team.

began when he first met St.

12

Mary’s students during a club
lacrosse team trip to Orlando.
Several girls traveled to the
weekend tournament, and
during that time, they made
him want to be a part of Turkey
Nation. “The St. Mary’s girls
really stood out on the lacrosse
field but more importantly, they
also stood out during our free
time. They had amazing rapport
with the other players on the
team, our opponents,
our coaching staff, and the
officials. And most noticeable
was the rapport they had with
each other.”

13

“My goal is for
St. Mary’s girls
to be as well-known
for their basketball
teams as they are
for their superior
education.”
Patrick Coleman
Assistant Coach
7th and 8th grade basketball teams

Coaches Fred and Patrick Coleman encourage members of the St. Mary’s 7th grade basketball team before the game.

In the following months,

to play lacrosse at NCAA Division I University

positioned, through its talented

Bartholomew learned more

of Richmond. She commented on the athletics

coaches and student-athletes, to

about St. Mary’s and was

program at St. Mary’s: “The coaches’

continue its tradition of fielding

ready to take the open lacrosse

commitment, presence, and dedication allow me

great teams. Our student-athletes

coaching position when it

to reach my potential as an athlete. Having a

are meeting their coaches'

became available. He said,

dedicated home field at Joy Field has been a true

higher expectations. Our faculty

“St. Mary’s students are

asset in that it provides a safe and reliable place

and staff accommodate the

amazing. They are smart yet

to play lacrosse.”

student-athletes’ schedules as

coachable, athletic yet humble
and driven. They are truly a
coach’s dream.”

Over the past two years, Sandra Pitts, St. Mary’s
Athletic Director, and Bartholomew have continued
to attract top-notch Division I former athletes to

Grayson Lusk-Hussong '17

coach our Turkeys. Each St. Mary’s team is led by

has been a St. Mary’s student

two coaches who have expertise, not only in their

since Pre-Kindergarten and

sport but also in their coaching. “Two coaches

has five years of experience

are critical for skill development, and offer a level

on our varsity teams. Lusk-

of safety for our athletes that is really comforting,”

Hussong recently committed

said Bartholomew. Turkey Nation is perfectly

14

they travel for tournaments.
Partner this with our winning
traditions, unique mascot, and
coachable, gracious student
body, and we know the next
chapter of St. Mary’s athletics is
going to be a winner.

COACHES'

SPOTLIGHT
Brothers Fred and Patrick Coleman are in the
middle of their second season as 7th and 8th
grade basketball coaches at St. Mary’s, but as
Memphis natives, they are no strangers to middle
school basketball. Encouraged by their parents,
Fred and Patrick began playing basketball at a
young age through church and school teams,
eventually moving into the more competitive
Amateur Athletic Union (AAU) basketball league
and varsity basketball teams.
After high school, Fred and Patrick joined the
basketball team at Southern University in Baton
Rouge. Patrick said, “Fred and I were blessed
to be college roommates and teammates at
Southern University. We didn’t win any basketball

championships, but we both left with college degrees.”
Through AAU connections, Fred met St. Mary’s parent
David Chancellor, who approached him about possibly
coaching the St. Mary’s Middle School basketball
teams. Patrick added, “I had not unpacked my bags
after moving back to Memphis before Fred called me
about an opportunity to coach at St. Mary’s.” Patrick
became Assistant Coach and Fred became Head
Coach for the 7th and 8th grade teams. "My goal is for
St. Mary’s girls to be as well-known for their basketball
teams as they are for their superior education," said
Patrick. During the Colemans’ first season, the teams
continued toward that goal. The 6th grade team won
gold at their division tournament, the 7th grade team
made the semifinals, and the 8th graders defeated
the number-one seeded team in the tournament in their
toughest game.
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Levy Gallery. As part of the
Beale Street Music Festival posters he has created
for the past 25 years. George Hunt has long been
recognized as one of the top artists in the South
and has also gained a national reputation through
touring exhibits and shows from Seattle to New
York to New Orleans. Hunt creates incredible
images about Civil Rights, African beauty, and the

STORY
MATTERS

rich history of African Americans in the South.
In October, George Hunt brought his unique work
to the St. Mary’s community for exhibition in the

“Telling our story,
individually and
collectively, reminds
us all that we are
here and that
we matter.”

BY SHARI RAY

Shari Ray
English Department Chair and
Katherine Neely Endowed Chair of English

exhibit experience, Mr. Hunt
worked with Upper School
studio art classes, sharing
his story and teaching the
importance of expressing story
through art. After the gallery
talks, each of the girls created
images reflecting what Memphis
meant to her. These images
became the basis for two large
canvases painted by the studio
art classes in Mr. Hunt’s style.

and their families. Upper School
Art teacher Nancy Prillaman
tells of the sheer pleasure of
watching 15 young girls from
Knowledge Quest skip gleefully
from one piece of art to another,
totally entranced with the beauty
of the exhibit. Inspired by Mr.
Hunt's work and words, the
young girls from Knowledge
Quest worked with St. Mary’s

As part of this unique storytelling

Upper School art students to

experience, Mr. Hunt also spent

create their own art, reflecting

an afternoon sharing his art and

what Memphis is to each

story with a group of young

of them, embodied on two

girls from Knowledge Quest, a

canvases. One of the completed

nonprofit organization serving

canvases will be presented to

as an agent for change in South

Knowledge Quest. At that time,

Memphis. Knowledge Quest

those young girls will be able

provides a variety of programs

to explain their work thoroughly

that support and strengthen the

and thoughtfully, as it is now a

health and well-being of youth

part of their story.

"Dixieland Cafe" by George Hunt, 39" x 60" acrylic and collage on canvas.

E

very story told in every land and in every
language is really the same song sung
over and over through history, the beautiful

narrative of what it is like to be here, together,
for our particular time in history. What it looks
like and smells like and feels like to live in a
community and work alongside other humans in
our daily tasks. Telling our story, individually and
collectively, reminds us all that we are here and
that we matter.

16

Story matters. Profoundly.
Our focus this year for the
Joseph Orgill III Speakers Series
is on story. At St. Mary’s, we

mindfulness, especially as she
receives validation from our
community that indeed
“her story matters.”

fundamentally believe that a

One of the storytellers to join

girl’s ability to express her own

us on campus this fall was

personal story in an authentic

acclaimed artist George Hunt,

and safe manner will lead

a Memphis treasure. Most of us

her on a path to wellness and

know his work in the form of the
St. Mary’s/Knowledge Quest “Donuts” mural

17
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Leonid Saharovici, a Bucharest labor camp survivor who participated in the film with his wife, Frida, are the grandparents of Brooke Saharovici '15.

When the very first filmmaker Eadweard

The documentary traces the

pennies in their pockets. Several

the film’s screening, Upper School students

have been doing for the last

Muybridge created the very first motion picture,

incredible stories of Memphis

members of the St. Mary’s

participated in a fascinating fireside chat with

170 years – and we are getting

“The Horse in Motion” (1878), I wonder if he

Holocaust survivors after their

community are featured in the

Ehrlich and director Waheed AlQawasmi.

better at it all the time.

could have possibly imagined, possibly even

release from the camps and

film: grandmother and mother

dreamed of a modern world where film plays

following their individual

of Michelle Goldwin Kaufman

And so, the story goes on. Because it matters.

Every single girl. Every single

such a significant role in our storytelling. Film is

journeys to freedom in America,

'02 and grandparents of Brooke

Poet Maya Angelou says, “There is no greater

an incredible medium for capturing story,

many arriving in the United

Saharovici '15. Susan Adler

agony than bearing an untold story inside you.”

engaging our eyes and ears to feel the weight

States carrying all they had in

Thorp, grandmother to student

At St. Mary’s, we continue to give our girls the

and the sensory impact of another’s experience.

small suitcases. The film focuses

Ellie Royal '24, is also featured

tools and the examples to learn to tell their “untold

Early this fall, St. Mary’s students viewed a

on the challenges of restarting

in the film. The film’s producer,

stories” – their stories of what it is like to be here

startling yet hopeful film entitled “Lives Restarted.”

their lives, in many cases without

Jerry Ehrlich, was featured as a

at this time in space and history – with honesty

speaking English and with mere

Chapel speaker. Following

and courage, humor and candor. Just like we

18

day. It’s what we do. Because
it really matters.
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A CONVERSATION WITH LEE MCGEORGE DURRELL ‘67
RRS Did you have any interest in wildlife as a

RRS So, about “The Durrells

RRS Does your work have any

child or during your time at St. Mary’s?

in Corfu,” recently seen on

special partners?

LMD I was born with it just like my husband
Gerry was. My earliest memory is finding a toad
in the yard at home and my grandfather building

producers chose to go?

LMD I have an especially
nice friendship with Milo Parker,
who plays the young Gerry

LMD I love it and am thrilled

on the show. He is now an

then, I have been interested in animals. In Lower

they’re going to continue the

ambassador for the Trust, as is

School, I went down to the fields around the

series with second and third

actor Henry Cavill, who plays

school, looking for things for my nature collection.

seasons. The main goal for

Superman in the Superman

I brought back a spider’s egg case to my little

me is to gain exposure for the

franchise. Henry is from Jersey,

wooden desk and at some point during the day,

work that Gerry went on to do

and when he was a child, he

the case hatched and the spiderlings ran all over

with his zoo in Jersey and the

used to visit our zoo. At one

the classroom. In true St. Mary’s fashion, I was put

Trust. Gerry was one of the first

of his movie premieres, he

in charge of tidying up the spiders and rectifying

to sound the alarm for the loss

arranged for people to bid to be

the situation. At St. Mary’s, I studied biology and

of animals and plants around

photographed with him, and the

chemistry, but during my undergraduate work at

the world and to say that

proceeds came to us. Now that

Bryn Mawr, I studied philosophy instead, and

zoos could play an important

was really special!

I have St. Mary’s to thank for that. St. Mary’s

role in species survival. In the

teaches you to think and question and not just

1940s, he became an animal

accept what you’re told but to figure it out

collector for zoos, which at

yourself. It gives you an inquiring mind. Gerry

the time were just menageries,

said he wanted his staff to have ‘wide-spectrum

indifferent if the animals died

LMD Zoos are an emotive

minds’, and St. Mary’s gave me that. I guess that’s

‘because there are plenty more.’

issue – a lot of people are anti-

why he wanted me to marry him, because of my

Gerry was determined to set

zoo. And there are bad zoos,

St. Mary’s mind!

up a different kind of zoo,

but I hope people will focus on

devoted to saving species from

what good zoos can and are

extinction. He focused on tiny,

doing, such as understanding

obscure animals, believing they

the needs of wild animals

had as much right to exist and

through husbandry, veterinary

played as much of a role in their

and dietary studies, breeding

LMD They were great! They were engaged and

ecosystems as the big showy

endangered species, and

interested in everything they saw. They weren’t

animals. The important thing

projects in the wild to protect

indifferent or too cool. They wanted to know. They

about the TV series for me is

natural habitats. More people in

had those wide-spectrum minds.

that the Durrell work will be

the world visit zoos every year

explore, which is exactly

brought to the forefront of

than go to all global sporting

her mission.

people’s minds.

BY RAINEY RAY SEGARS ‘05

eet Lee McGeorge Durrell ‘67. If you

a PBS Masterpiece mini-series

woods anymore. People are so

do, she will make you want to leave

based on Durrell’s husband

scared something will happen

RRS You were kind enough to host a group

your desk, go outside, and spend your

Gerald’s three autobiographical

to their children, so they don’t

of St. Mary’s students at the Durrell Wildlife

day in nature. Our 1992 Outstanding Alumna,

books about his family and four

send them outside. I was always

Conservation Trust in 2014. What stood out most

Durrell is a lifelong naturalist and is passionate

years on Corfu, has brought to

out making leaf collections or

to you about our girls?

about all aspects of the natural world, from climate

a larger audience their dreams

looking for rocks in the fields, but

change to volcanic activity and from fungi to

about conservation and the

kids just don’t do that anymore.”

mosquitoes. She believes you are a naturalist when

role nature plays in our lives.

your eyes are open to all of the natural world, and

She described a familiar and

talking to her will convince you that more people

unfortunate scenario: “Kids

should be paying attention. “The Durrells in Corfu,”

don’t go out for a walk in the
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the direction in which the series

what we called ‘the frog box’ for it. Ever since

AROUND
THE WORLD
M

PBS, how do you feel about

Durrell's stance entices you
to take your family outdoors to

RRS Is there anything you wish
people understood better about
zoos?
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Lee McGeorge Durrell ’67 talking with Allison Miller ’16 at the Bat Preserve.

The orangutan at the Trust eats the food that the St. Mary’s girls prepared.

events, so the opportunity to educate and inspire

RRS I’ve heard that you are

coolest. I love fruit bats. They’re

From Extinction.’ Frogs all

RRS What advice would you

Brookfield Zoo – they are all doing excellent work

is huge. Zoos will be important to the planet’s

fondly called ‘Mother Tortoise’

intelligent and affectionate.

over the world are being

give to St. Mary’s girls who are

of which all Americans can be proud. Travel, and

healthy future. Gerry always said, “What would

due to your work with the

As for birds, most people work

threatened with a terrible

passionate about animals?

then travel more. Take the initiative. Don’t sit back

have happened if Florence Nightingale had

ploughshare tortoise. Are there

with big ones like eagles and

fungus called the chytrid

lobbied to shut down all hospitals rather than

any animals about which you

condors, but we work with

fungus. It is a global scourge of

LMD If you’re passionate,

improve them?” We should think of zoos like that.

are especially passionate?

obscure little ones. If you’re

amphibians. American Friends

you’ve got to get a good

really an animal person, you

of Durrell (AFD) is our nonprofit

university degree in a related

love them all.

organization which helps save

subject. Volunteer at a nature

species from extinction. It assists

center or with a veterinarian

the Trust in worldwide efforts to

and include that information in

protect and restore threatened

college essays and personal

species and their wild habitats.

statements. Apply for any

We would love your friendship,

relevant jobs, but try for one

support, or help.

at the big zoos – the Bronx

RRS You and Gerald have lived lives greatly

LMD I certainly love my

impacted by storytelling. In what ways did St.

tortoises. They’ve got big

Mary’s prepare you to tell your story?

personalities. I love great apes,

RRS How can people get

too, especially gorillas. I’m also

involved with your work or help

partial to the giant jumping rat

with a pressing problem in the

of Madagascar. It has long ears

animal kingdom?

LMD For English, I was lucky to have Mrs.
Curry; we had to write essays for her every week.
You couldn’t get out of it. So, we had to do 40 or
so a year. Those were important for me – how to
write and express myself and think about what I’m
saying.
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like a rabbit and makes chirping
noises. They are monogamous
and stick together for life – the

LMD We’ve actually just
launched a big campaign

and wait for something to happen to you.

Lee is an author, zookeeper, and television
personality, best known for her work at the Durrell
Wildlife Conservation Trust, headquartered on the
British Channel Island of Jersey.
Visit durrell.org or americanfriendsofdurrell.org
to learn more.

Zoo, the San Diego Zoo, the

called ‘Saving Amphibians

23

THROUGH
THE LENS
PHOTOGRAPHY BY LISA BUSER

The Class of 2017 cheers during their first Chapel of their Senior year while 5th grade girls look on.
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Looking through the lens of a camera lends a different dimension
to the St. Mary’s story. Each image featured CAPTURES our
ST. MARY’S GIRLS at their best while they are playing,
learning, sharing, celebrating, and discovering.

Left: Gracie Hill '27 dances the minuet with her classmates during 2nd grade Felicity Day. Top right: Jane Chancellor '22 takes it to the hoop in a win over ECS.
Bottom right: Senior Kindergarten teacher Teresa Jenkins and her students whip up a Thanksgiving feast.
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Top left: Lailah Muhammad '27, Hannah Loden '27, and Lucy Lyon '27 enjoy the Halloween Bazaar. Top right: Dr. Wilson and her Marlene Shaw Early Childhood Center friends on the
first day of school. Bottom left: The Poets and Pilgrims excursion took students to Buckingham Palace in London, England. Bottom middle: Sophomores celebrate during Derby Days.
Bottom right: Senior Kindergarten students are grateful during Grandparents Day.
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New Members of the St. Mary’s
Board of Trustees, 2016-2017

CAMPUS
NEWS
National Merit
The National Merit Scholarship Corporation recognized 15 St. Mary’s
Seniors as either Semifinalists or Commended Students. Each year,
approximately 1.6 million students enter the National Merit Scholarship
Program competition by taking the PSAT as juniors. Of the 1.6 million
students, about 16,000 (or the top 1%) are recognized as Semifinalists
and another 34,000 are recognized as Commended Students.
Because of the students' hard work and preparation, as well as the hard
work and devotion of their teachers, 24% of our Senior class qualified for
this distinction.
National Merit Scholarship Program
Semifinalists:

Commended Students:

Molly Aslin
Abby Baskind
Georgia Coles
Jordyn Johnson
Alina Perez
Addie Quinlen
Sarah Taylor

Josie Campbell
Meredith Hood
Grayson Lusk-Hussong
Savannah Ostner
Margie Peeler
Lily Saab
Isabella Townsend
Tashi Wischmeyer

#SoStMarys Parents
Association Auction
Every other year, St. Mary’s Parents Association holds
a well-attended event, complete with food, friendship,
and silent and live auctions. The theme for the 2016
Auction was #SoStMarys, and thanks to our community,
a record amount was raised to support the school.
One of the most tangible results from the auction,
chaired by Beth Bryson, Sheril Greenstein, and Jean
Hesselberg, was the purchase of a third shuttle to help
satisfy the need for student transportation. St. Mary’s
Middle and Upper School girls are busy traveling
around Memphis to athletic events, community service
opportunities, and mock trial competitions, while our
Early Childhood and Lower School girls are visiting
historic locations on field trips and traveling to the “big
girl side of the street” for theater performances and
Christmas Pageant rehearsals. To many, a bus may
be just a bus, but to our St. Mary’s girls, it provides
time and space to connect, relax, prepare, and enjoy
community with friends.

Wendy Pritchartt Ansbro ’79
Wendy spends numerous hours volunteering with various organizations.
She is co-chair of the St. Jude Ride Memphis, works on the More Idlewild
Capital Campaign, is past chair of the Junior League of Memphis Crystal
Ball, and is past chair of Grace-St. Luke’s Anchor Auction. She has served
as an Elder at Idlewild Presbyterian Church and a past board member of
the Junior League, and is a member of Little Garden Club of Memphis. After
graduating from St. Mary’s, Wendy attended Southern Methodist University,
where she earned her Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Fine Arts degrees.
Wendy and her husband, Edwin, are the parents of Elizabeth '09 and
son Will.
Jeffrey Block
Jeffrey is Vice President, Sales and Marketing, at Ideal Chemical & Supply
Co. He earned his Bachelor of Science degree from University of Virginia
and his Master of Business Administration from Columbia University. He is
a member of the Church of the Holy Communion, where he has served as
a Vestry member and Stewardship Chair. Jeffrey is also known as Coach
Block. In his spare time, he coaches Lower School Lacrosse at Memphis
University School, where he received the 2015 Volunteer of the Year
Award. Jeffrey and his wife, Christina, have two daughters who attend St.
Mary’s: Josie '24 and Amelia '26.
Brian Fowler
Brian is Chief Executive Officer of Revolution Partners, LLC. He earned his
Bachelor of Science degree from Murray State University, was a Rotary
Scholar at University of Strathclyde in Glasgow, Scotland, and completed
the Securities Industry Institute at The Wharton School at University of
Pennsylvania. Brian is a founding member of Miles for Miles, and he also
volunteers for Best Buddies. Past charitable activities include working with
United Way, Hands On Memphis, and Habitat for Humanity. Brian and his
wife, Ali, have three children: daughters Evie '21 and Elle '25, and
son Jack.

,

St. Mary's Board of Trustees, 2016-2017
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Wendy Pritchartt Ansbro '79

Jeffrey Block

Brian Fowler

Julia Chesney McDonald '96

Billy Orgel

Julia Chesney McDonald '96
Julia is Director of Marketing and Communications
at Community Foundation of Greater Memphis. After
graduating from St. Mary’s, she attended University
of Pennsylvania, where she received her Bachelor of
Arts degree. Upon completion of her undergraduate
work, Julia earned her Master of Business Administration
and Master of Arts degrees from Southern Methodist
University. She has served on the St. Mary’s Board
of Trustees as President of the Alumnae Board. Her
volunteer activities include serving as President of the
Memphis Pennsylvania Alumnae Club, the Junior League
of Memphis, and a Pastoral Team Leader at GraceSt. Luke’s Episcopal Church. Julia and her husband,
Doug, have one daughter, Janie '31.
Billy Orgel
Billy stays busy as President of Tower Ventures and as
trustee on several boards, including Methodist Hospital,
Jewish Community Partners, National Civil Rights
Museum, and Memphis University School. He also
serves his community as a member of the Shelby County
School Board. Billy received his Bachelor of Business
Administration degree from The University of Texas at
Austin. Billy and his wife, Robin, have three children:
Benjamin, Megan, and Hannah '17.
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CAMPUS
NEWS

Wiggle Stools and FIT bikes

Pam Guinn Retires as CFO

Moments of wellness can be found anywhere. Girls of all ages need to
get their wiggles out, and at St. Mary’s, we provide the opportunity for
movement in the most unlikely of places. The Hughes Learning Center is
home to HOKKI stools, ergonomic stools that allow for active sitting and
encourage the physical and intellectual maturing process. In the Middle and
Upper School library, the girls spend time on our newly added FIT Bikes and
are given the chance to be active and well during their daily routines.

Pam Guinn has played many roles during her 14-year tenure as Chief
Financial Officer for St. Mary’s: parent, grandparent, staff member,
coach. Since January 2003, Guinn has transformed the effectiveness of
the school’s business office, overseen $26 million in construction projects,
and stewarded an endowment that has tripled in size. Guinn is a past
president of the St. Mary’s Parents Association, on the Finance Committee at
Highland Street Church of Christ, current treasurer of the Memphis Symphony
Orchestra Board of Directors, a member of Les Passees, and a percussionist
in the Bartlett Community Concert Band. In 2001, she was recognized by
Memphis Business Journal as the CFO of the Year and honored with the
Gilmore Lynn Spirit of St. Mary’s Award in 2007. Guinn is the mother of two
St. Mary's alumnae, Leslie Guinn Jerkins '02 and Martha Guinn
Carter '04, and grandmother to four grandchildren: two granddaughters who
are St. Mary's Early Childhood students, Molly Jerkins '31 and Juliette
Jerkins '30, granddaughter Jane Carter and grandson Henry. She will
continue to serve our school community as sponsor to the consistently successful
St. Mary's Mock Trial team.

Ex-Officio Members of the
St. Mary’s Board of Trustees,
2016-2017
Allison Garrott Braswell '88
Allison graduated from Vanderbilt University with
Bachelor of Arts degrees in American History and
Secondary Education, and received a Master of
Science degree in Clinical Psychology and Education
Specialist in School Psychology from University of
Memphis. She is a past board member of The Assisi
Foundation of Memphis and is currently on the board of
Memphis College of Art. Civic positions and volunteer
activities include Second Presbyterian Church - 1st and
2nd grade Sunday School teacher, nursery volunteer,
and group leader for A Mother’s Heart Ministry. She
also volunteers at Binghampton Christian Academy
and is currently President of the St. Mary’s Parents
Association. Allison and her husband, Bo, have three
children: Carter, Garrott, and Jane Clare '22.

St. Mary’s is pleased to announce
Mathilde McLean Crosby ‘96 as
our new Chief Financial Officer.

Jessica Johnson '94
Jessica is employed at Memphis Teacher Residency as
Instructional Coach. She earned her Bachelor of Arts
degree in English from Princeton University, received
her Master of Arts in the Teaching of English from
Teachers College, Columbia University, and is currently
a student at University of Memphis, pursuing a Ph.D. in
Educational Psychology. In the past, she served on the
board of Princeton AlumniCorps. Jessica currently serves
as a Princeton AlumniCorps fellowship alumni outreach
volunteer and a Melrose High School English tutor.

Lower School students enjoy the HOKKI stools in the Hughes Learning Center.

Allison Garrott Braswell '88

Megan Wassef '17 explores the new FIT Bikes.

Jessica Johnson '94

Mathilde McLean Crosby '96

Pam Guinn

St. Mary’s 4th Annual Turkey Slam
Under the leadership of St. Mary’s parents Cyndie Fogarty, Lynn Isaacs, and
Bonita Sammarco and alumna Allison Keltner Musick '93, the 4th
annual Turkey Slam Ladies Tennis Tournament took place at the Racquet Club
of Memphis on a beautiful day in October. Players of all levels enjoyed a
fun morning of tennis and great prizes while raising $3,000 for St. Mary’s
athletics. The overall winner was St. Mary’s parent Tricia Dewey, who took
home the “Golden Racquet,” the Turkey Slam signature prize.

Crosby has held senior financial roles for various
institutions, as well as nonprofit agencies. Most recently,
she served as the Executive Director of the New York
City Water Board, where she managed the collection
and allocation of $3.7 billion in annual revenues,
funding New York City’s water and wastewater system.
Previously, as an Assistant Vice President in the Municipal
Securities Division at Citi, Crosby led the State Revolving
Fund and pooled financing infrastructure banking
practice, executing fixed income offerings totaling
more than $9 billion. Crosby also served as a board
member for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s
Environmental Financial Advisory Board. These roles and
others have given her expertise in collaborating across
organizations to draft financial plans and build complex
financial models. Those who have worked with Crosby
praise her innovation, collaboration, integrity, and ability
to analyze and communicate complex information.
At St. Mary’s, Crosby will serve as the Chief Financial
Officer, overseeing operational and financial interests
for the institution. She will work with school leaders
on the upcoming capital campaign. Crosby, a 1996
graduate of St. Mary’s, continued her education at
Dartmouth College, where she received her Bachelor
of Arts in Government in 2000. She went on to receive
her Master of Business Administration from Columbia
University in 2009, and she is a Chartered Financial
Analyst. Crosby has recently moved back to Memphis
with her husband, Mark, and son Samuel.
Crosby had been elected in May to the St. Mary’s
Board of Trustees and had served at one meeting before
making this transition to the school’s senior leadership.

Parents, alumnae, and friends of St. Mary's compete for the "Golden Racquet".
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FALL
SPORTS
St. Mary’s students and parents braved the cold and the rain to cheer
on runners in the St. Jude Memphis Half-Marathon.
Left to right: Aubrey Guyton '17, Lilly Russell '17, Megan Tang '19, and Keith Ellis Prest '18 won the
Tennessee State Championship for the first time in St. Mary's history.

Martha Kay Williams '18 brings the ball down the field.

T

he St. Mary’s Athletic Department had a
victorious fall season, full of hard work and
exciting wins. For the first time in St. Mary’s
history, the Varsity Golf team won the
Tennessee State Championship! After setting a team
goal two years ago to win this year’s tournament,
Coach Jeff McCalla led Aubrey Guyton '17,
Lilly Russell '17, Keith Ellis Prest '18, and
Megan Tang '19 to victory. At the end of the first
day of the tournament, St. Mary’s was 12 strokes
ahead of Franklin Road Academy, but FRA came back
the second day to tie our team with just three holes to
play. Though St. Mary’s was the underdog, the girls
finished strong, shooting a collective one over par on
the last three holes to clinch the title by three strokes.
Congratulations to the team!
Varsity Soccer also had a very successful season
under the leadership of Coach Kate Fairless. The team
won the District Championship with a victory over
ECS, who would go on to win the Tennessee State
Championship. Coach Fairless was named the district
coach of the year. In the Regional Semifinal game, the
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team played very hard, but ended
up falling to University School of
Jackson in a penalty kick shootout.
Martha Kay Williams '18,
Evie Laney '18, and Olivia
House '18 were named to the
All-District team, and Evelyn
Roberts '18 was awarded the
District MVP. Olivia House and
Lucy Chancellor '18 were
named to the All-Region team, and
Evie Laney was named to the
All-State team.
Varsity Volleyball, led by
Coach Kari Duncan, had a winning
season with a record of 22-11.
Carmen Freeman '17 was
named a 1st Team All Region
Player, and Alexis Jamison '18
and Emily Richards '19 were
both given All Region Honorable
Mentions. Both the 7th and 8th
grade Volleyball teams won their
league championships after having
very successful seasons.

The St. Mary’s Cross Country
teams trained hard this summer.
The Varsity team, led by Coach
Charlotte Zehring, performed
well throughout the season. The
Middle School Cross Country team,
coached by Holly Hensarling and
Kristen Hill, started the season with
a second place finish out of more
than 20 teams and was consistently
among the top five teams at all
the meets this season. The girls
placed third in the Shelby League
championships, with three runners
finishing in the top 25.
Four Seniors have committed to
continue playing their sports in
college. Carmen Freeman
signed to play volleyball at
University of Maryland, Baltimore
County. Grayson LuskHussong signed to play
lacrosse at University of Richmond.
Savannah Ostner signed
with Auburn University to be part
of the Equestrian team. Aubrey
Guyton signed to play golf at
Newberry College. We look
forward to seeing these athletes
succeed in their respective sports as
they continue their athletic careers.

Jeffrey Block, Board of Trustees member and father of two St. Mary's girls, gets a lift from the
St. Mary's spirit spot.

BY ELIZA LEATHERMAN '09

T

he St. Jude Memphis
Marathon Weekend
celebrated 15 years of
raising funds to find cures
and save children. This event has
morphed into the place to be the
first weekend in December with
more than 23,000 walkers and
runners participating in a variety of
races. St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital is a fixture in Memphis,
and St. Mary’s is proud to be a
supporter – not only for the research
and treatment of children bravely
facing pediatric cancers and
other deadly diseases – but also
on behalf of the many families
who have been touched by the
lifesaving work at St. Jude. Eliza
Leatherman '09 shares her
thoughts on what it means to be
a St. Jude survivor, a St. Mary’s
graduate, and an employee of
ALSAC/St. Jude, the fundraising
and awareness organization for
the hospital.
“Deep breath in, deep breath
out. The doctors pause with their

stethoscopes, give me a funny
glance, and ask me to repeat the
last step. I do so with a slight grin
on my face and then decide to
share why breaths come from one
side of my chest.
“When I was two years old,
I was treated at St. Jude for
pleuropulmonary blastoma, a
rare cancer that grew in my
right rib cage. After months of
chemotherapy, St. Jude decided
the best chance of my survival was
to remove the tumor, but to also
remove the lung the tumor had
been compressing. Because I was
so young, I have few memories,
but most of them consist of how my
doctors and nurses were constantly
making me laugh, even when I’d
just had another round of chemo.
I think if you ask anyone who has
visited the hospital, they will tell you
there is a palpable sense of hope.
“As I got older, my right rib cage
could not grow properly, and it
caused me to have scoliosis. By
the age of 13, the scoliosis started
to affect my already compromised

breathing. It was at St. Mary’s that my teachers noticed
my troubled breathing when I would climb the stairs to
get to Ms. Brundige’s Science class or carry my books
down the hall to Ms. Bielskis’ English class. We turned
to St. Jude, and they covered the cost for me to have an
experimental spine surgery that greatly enhanced the
quality of my life.
“Deep breath in, deep breath out. The St. Jude Memphis
Marathon runners concentrate on keeping their pace,
and I am cheering excitedly! I get an overwhelming
sense of pride when I see a fellow classmate running or
when Mrs. Mansberg yells out my name as she passes
with a stream of fellow runners. I’m lucky to work at
ALSAC, as a fundraiser and a St. Jude patient. I’d like to
thank the St. Mary’s community for coming out to cheer,
run, and support the kids of St. Jude!”

ST. MARY’S

SUPPORT
St. Mary’s was proud to sponsor Mile
Marker 1 of the St. Jude Memphis
Marathon Weekend. The official St. Mary’s
cheering section was out in full force on
Saturday, December 3, in support of our
Turkey runners and all who ran in support
of St. Jude.

35

ALUMNAE
PROFILES
Joann Self Selvidge ‘94
Filmmaker & Consultant

Tell us something interesting about yourself. My superlative in
the yearbook was “Biggest Treehugger,” probably because I was president
of the Outdoors Club. All of our teachers challenged us, and that’s what
I loved so much about St. Mary’s. I became a critical thinker and a
problem-solver, and I developed my own unique voice. Everyone
encouraged us to be creative, to strive toward excellence. I appreciate
that foundation more and more each year.
How has St. Mary’s helped you tell your story? From an
academic standpoint, the best thing I learned at St. Mary’s was how
to communicate. As a consultant to nonprofits and in fundraising for my
documentary projects, I’ve written hundreds of case statements and grant
proposals. It seems like every time I write, I think about those grammar
and syntax lessons I learned at St. Mary’s. My St. Mary's experience also
gave me the confidence I needed to live my life without fear. I knew as a
student that I would be successful in life, no matter what path I chose. Our
school community (my teachers, fellow students, and administrators) was so
supportive and encouraging. It was a safe place to question and explore. I
value that foundation.

Marinda Anderson ’01

Tami Sawyer ’00

Actress & Singer

Director, Diversity & Cultural Competence, Teach For
America Memphis

Public Relations & Social Media Manager,
DCA; Founder, Caramelized

Tell us something interesting about yourself. During my Senior
year, I used to hang photos of Jay Z all over the building with captions
about how much he loved me. You could find the posters in the bathroom,
on lockers, and in the Senior den. I was obsessed!

Tell us something interesting about yourself.
‘Caramelized,’ the title of my food & lifestyle brand, is
one of two words that contains ‘Cara’ in it. The other
is ‘caravan,’ which framed my losing freshman year
campaign for St. Mary’s Student Council, entitled ‘Join
the CARAvan.’ Among the reasons for my election
defeat was my ‘hippie granola’ snack giveaway, which
was overshadowed by much more popular treats.
I promise I’ve done better in the kitchen since!

Tell us something interesting about yourself.
When I was in the production of "A Midsummer Night’s
Dream" at St. Mary’s, I played Oberon/Theseus. At the
very end when we all transform, the fairies assist me
with an on-stage costume change. For some reason, the
costume got twisted and I was trying to put my head
through the arm hole. It was all downhill from there.
We could not get the costume on straight! I started to
laugh out of fear and pure nervousness. The laughter
was contagious because before we knew it, everyone
in the cast and the audience were cracking up. It felt
like it lasted forever, but finally we got the costume on
correctly. Thank God it was at the end of the play. I
don’t think we would have made it otherwise. But shhh!
Don’t tell Mrs. Madden. She’s still not too happy
about it.
How has St. Mary’s helped you tell your
story? St. Mary’s has helped me tell my story because
it was there I found the story I wanted to tell. It was
there I met Mrs. Madden, who believed in me and saw
the story in me. I discovered who I wanted to be at St.
Mary’s – a fierce actress of color, who helps to change
the world through stage and film, one story at a time.

How has St. Mary’s helped you tell your story? St. Mary’s
provided me with a strong foundation in writing and speaking. This year,
I shared a portion of my truth with audiences at TEDx Memphis, and I
remember after my talk, a man approached me and said, “That St. Mary’s
upbringing shines crystal clear.” The way I organize my thoughts to write
and speak about social and racial justice in the community can definitely
be attributed to my education at St. Mary’s. I’m privileged to use my words
to fight for change.

Cara Greenstein ‘10

How has St. Mary’s helped you tell your
story? I craft narratives for a living, whether in the
form of a client social media campaign or a self-started
food blog. I owe my ability to create and curate such
narratives to the St. Mary’s English department. My
St. Mary’s teachers patiently guided my voice rather
than dictated its tone. Through their balanced teaching
methods of analytical writing and, of course, grammar,
I am able to compose compelling content for my clients
and my blog readers alike. I am forever grateful for that
path to finding my voice and, now, fulfilling it.

Photo credit: Averell Mondie
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ALUMNAE
PHOTOS

From out-of-town parties to getting back on campus for beloved traditions, our calendar is full of events
that engage our alumnae and that support their connections to our school and to each other. Our motto
says it all: For Girls. For Life.
Enjoy these pictures from our alumnae events of Fall 2016.
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CLA SS N O TES
1964
Phyllis Koller Wills
pkwills@aol.com
Betsy Springfield Lindstrom
is enjoying living full time in
Naples, Fla. Husband David
retired in 2014, and she
retired in 2010. They play golf
three times a week and have
replaced their sailboat with a
cabin cruiser. They have three
granddaughters (8, 6, and 3)
and a grandson (1). They have
made wonderful new friends
and are busy with all the
activities Naples has to offer.
Nancy Whitman Manire has
recovered from back surgery in
June and has resumed riding.
She sold her house in July and
will be living in her daughter’s
guesthouse. She went to
England in September to visit
sister Jeannie for two weeks.
She is still volunteering with a
therapeutic riding program and
a program to get victims of sex
trafficking off the streets and
out of jail. Daughter Pidge is a

nurse at East Memphis Surgery
Center. Granddaughter
Mallory is at St. Mary’s (11th).
Grandson Whit is at Lausanne
(9th). Nancy enjoys being the
oldest alum on the St. Mary’s
alumnae board. Ainslie Pryor
Todd goes to the theater
often with Nancy. Ainslie is a
docent at the Memphis Brooks
Museum of Art and belongs
to the Memphis Garden Club.
In September, she went to
France for two weeks with
Dixon Gallery & Gardens on
a garden, chateau, and wine
tasting tour. Phyllis Koller Wills
and husband Jim spent the
summer at their house in France
and had the unexpected
pleasure of seeing Ainslie.
They had her over for dinner
on their terrace and enjoyed
hearing about her trip. Phyllis
and Jim went to London, the
Lake District in England, and
Glasgow, Scotland for two
weeks in July.

Phyllis Koller Wills '64 and Ainslie Pryor Todd '64 on Phyllis’ terrace in France.
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1966
Diane Taylor Newton
dianetaylornewton@live.com
Many of us were lucky enough
to be able to reconnect for
Alumnae Weekend. One thing
we enjoyed talking about
was what we remembered
about each other’s parents.
I remember Clair McCaskill
Hughes’s mother teaching a
group of us to play bridge.
We played bridge at recess,
holding our cards until the
next recess. Clair had a
great summer with all sons
and families visiting off and
on – nine grandchildren, with
three at three years old. John’s
sister, Nancy Coe, came from
Memphis to visit and hike in
Glacier. Julia Laney Clarke
came from Albuquerque and
had a great time at Alumnae
Weekend. I might add that
Julia looks just the same and
is all “on board” for keeping
up with the class. She and
husband Gil had a wonderful
trip to England. This reminds
me of the trip I took with St.
Mary’s to France. Next year,
trip leader Patti Person Ray ‘65
has planned a trip to Italy, and
I am on board. If anyone is
interested, let Patti or me know!
Even if you have been to Italy,
just being with this group
makes the trip extra special.
Cissy Lansing Moriarty has
had so much travel experience.
She says, “everything is
wonderful in Italy.” Susan
Dacus flies to South Africa
and other places around the
world. She practices law and
fosters dogs in Eads, in her
family home. Charlotte Dabbs

Algood had a busy summer
with grandchildren and with
hosting the Dabbs’ family
reunion. She is recuperating
from an ablation and working
hard on her health. We all
can mention Charlotte in our
prayers. Yet another reason
to stay connected with our
classmates! Eugenia “Foxy”
von Lackum Walker is another
proud grandmother. Daughter
Virginia will be president
of the Germantown Charity
Horse Show Association. She
is following in the footsteps
of dad Harold, who was
president for many years. That
gives me an idea to give a
“heads up” for coming together
at the show the first week in
June. My granddaughter Keith
Ellis Prest is a princess this
year. Foxy took granddaughter
Marie Lampton to Alaska for
her 10th birthday. She landed
a sockeye salmon – 25 lbs!
She is good to go after gall
bladder surgery. The best
news: her children took her
to Bristol, Tenn. to see the
Vols play. The best game of
the year, maybe a lifetime.
Traveling doesn’t stop there.
She and family will go to
Cozumel to celebrate youngest
daughter Snow’s birthday.
Minna Thompson Glenn is
ardently following her passion
for gardening. She is battling
rodents and volunteering for a
community garden. On Friday
mornings, she picks okra with
a coffee can strapped around
her waist. I know picking okra
with Minna is a lot of fun.
Minna calls us the “Fabulous
Fiftieth” and is thinking of
us all. Jeanne StevensonMoessner,

always an inspiration,
attended the Compassionate
Friends National Network in
Scottsdale, Ariz., a support for
families grieving the loss of a
child. In memory of son David,
they flew over the Grand
Canyon in a helicopter. The
breathtaking beauty and sense
of adventure was a fitting
tribute to one who so loved
life. Nancy Perry Gautier and
husband Charles are constantly
busy around Europe. I see her
on Facebook, drinking wine
and renting a house in Italy
for the family. Mary Lawrence
Hughes Flinn and Bill took a
quick trip to Wales to see their
granddaughter and take her
some Dinstuhl’s chocolate. Then
on to Asheville, N.C. for the
fall colors. Looking forward to
what might be in store for the
holidays. Best wishes, and my
love to all.

1968

Jan Cone Davis
jannoni5@gmail.com
Two of our classmates have
been in the news recently.
Mary Helene Lee Hamlin
was nominated as a Woman
of Distinction for Banning,
Cal. by State Senator Mike
Morrell. She has started a
group of ladies who make
mats for the homeless out of
plastic grocery bags. She is
still working and volunteering
at the Riverside County Jail.
Mary, her husband, and
friends enjoyed a cruise to the
Mexican Riviera this fall. Holly
Rogers is a video star. A large
intersection flyover has been
built near her office. It contains
the longest beams ever used

in the US. Holly took cookies
and Christmas candies to the
construction office as the work
progressed. The company
has asked her to appear in
a video about the project.
This construction project has
been selected as a national
finalist in highway construction.
Bonnie Parish Moody
traveled to Montana for her
youngest granddaughter’s high
school graduation. Another
granddaughter graduated
Magna Cum Laude from
the honor’s program at the
University of Memphis. Bonnie
will semi-retire next spring. She
is doing some home projects
to get ready for this big life
change. Like all of us, she
enjoys her job but is ready for
more freedom. Carolyn Mayo
is recovering from lumbar
back surgery. She is improving
but is still in physical therapy.
Carolyn has finally settled
into her Germantown condo.
She stays busy with Carnival
Memphis, her carnival crew,
and Les Passees activities.
Marilyn Schwinn Smith will
spend the next few months
in St. Paul, Minn. caring for
her first grandchild. She has
discovered that St. Paul is
warmer than New England.
All the Smith relatives gathered
to meet the new baby at
Christmas. Marilyn says
that, due to her coffee shop
addiction, she has befriended
many new moms over the
years. A young Iranian
woman has lent Marilyn
some baby furniture. What a
find! In January, Marilyn will
offer her MLA presentation,
“Philadelphia through Patrician
and Immigrant Eyes: Henry

The family of Cristina Brescia Michta '70 in Bavaria in the German Alps.

James and John Cournos.”
Pam Joyner Evans and
husband Hank 2 took a
cruise through Canada and
the Northeast, hoping to see
some leaves. The last time
they took this cruise, they were
too early. Pam and Hank are
awaiting the arrival of their
sixth grandchild! My Hank
1 and I took our 14 and
16-year-old granddaughters
to Washington, D.C. last
summer. We were able to
locate my great uncle’s grave
at Arlington. He died in
1912, testing an early Wright
Brothers-type plane. We also
traveled to Albuquerque for
a family event and to the
mountains of North Carolina
for a week with friends. Most
of the summer was spent
remodeling our kitchen. What
a job! Okay, girls. You now
have an entire year to think
of some news for the October
2017 Class News. Everyone

wants to hear from you. Have
a great year!

1970

Cristina Brescia Michta
cristina.michta@gmail.com
The Class of 1970 sends
happy greetings to everyone!
These ladies are busy and
happy with families, friends,
wonderful volunteer work, Bible
studies, careers, and vacations
everywhere! Susan Hall
Wilson is enjoying husband
John Charles’ retirement
from his role as President of
Agricenter International, giving
Susan and him both extra time
to spend with their grandson
Sam Harris Wilson (17 mo.).
Linda Stratton Hancock is
excited about grandchild #3
(daughter Heather’s 1st) who
was born around Christmas.
She just had her project room
renovated/updated, and now
it’s perfect for all
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kinds of crafts and activities.
Her grandchildren will really
enjoy doing crafts with their
grandmother. After 40 years as
a dental assistant, Linda and
Cary will be retiring around
the end of the year. They’re
both looking forward to what’s
next. Gigi Gould is so happy
that son Louis will be moving to
Atlanta to accept a new job in
government affairs with West
Rock, a corrugated packing
company. He is leaving D.C.
where he has lived for 14
years. She is happy that now
she can drive (not fly!) to
see granddaughter Lily and
of course, Louis and Jill! This
class secretary has moved
(again). The Michtas have
recently moved to Garmisch,
Germany – for the second
time. Husband Andrew has
just been appointed the Dean
of the George C. Marshall
European Center for Security
Studies. Daughter Chelsea
has begun Ph.D. studies at
Cambridge University, where
she completed her Masters.
Cristina will be busy settling
the family in Germany,
hiking (and hopefully skiing),
participating in Bible Study,
and visiting Chelsea in the UK.
She hopes her classmates and
other alumnae will visit her in
Germany.

1972

Christine Mayer Todd
ctoddmem@aol.com
Meg Jemison Bartlett was the
first of five alumnae chapel
speakers this year. Meg tied in
fun memories of St. Mary’s, so
Musette Sprunt Morgan, Jane
Gordon Simmons, and I were
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so glad to cheer her on. She
and son Marshall did such a
great job explaining how St.
Mary’s girls now could think
outside of the box about their
career options. They spoke
about sustainable agriculture
and their new processing plant
for lamb, beef, and pork as
a big part of rethinking life in
Como, Miss., and the South.
As far as memories, Jackie
Pentz Watkins wrote, “one of
the things I remember about
St. Mary’s is the dining room
and being envious of the
teachers, because they had
their own separate little room.
Not too much new going on
with us except our family keeps
growing. We adopted another
rescue, a large Shih Tzu mix
(2) who’s turning the household
upside-down with her energy
and rambunctiousness.” Karen
Adelson Strauss wrote about
some rather intense St. Mary’s
memories of our freshmen
initiation rights (both receiving
and giving)! Karen said, “I
have had the pleasure this
year of all of the following:
welcoming my first grandson,
born to my son Luke and his
wife Lisa in January, competing
in cross country ski races
(to finish = special award
winning), extensive hiking and
tent camping in Teton National
Park and Glacier National
Park (celebrating centennial in
both parks), and leaving for
Israel in September to help my
older daughter Jennifer when
she delivers her first child, my
first granddaughter. (Best run
on sentence ever!) My third,
Andrea, is now a certified
mountain bike guide in Park
City, for anyone looking for

a stellar experience in that
area. The sadness of my year
has been saying that long
goodbye, not yet over, of my
mother’s decline into the world
of Alzheimer’s. I want to take
this opportunity to thank again
all of my classmates who were
there at my dad’s memorial in
2010. I continue to draw on
your energy and strength as I
see my mom fading away.” I
am glad to report the girls still
sing “Day by Day” in chapel.
That song is one of my vivid
memories.

1974

Minette Allen Kinney
mwakinney@gmail.com
Robin McLaurine Davis has
worked for an occupational
therapy program in Jackson,
Miss. for 20 years and is
working on her Doctoral
degree, while her husband
Dave is working on his
dissertation too. She has
three handsome sons who
are eligible bachelors, with
the oldest finishing his MBA
at Harvard last May. Her
wonderful dad is 92 and still
taking care of his place at
Pickwick, while being active
in WWII organizations. She
says, “his brain is sharper
than mine.” Anna Puckett
Paccone and husband Jim
continue their volunteer work at
church and Dallas community
ministries, while completing
the renovations to their 1953
mid-century modern home –
oak floors re-finished, fireplace
clad in marble and granite,
and landscaping over the last
year. She took a special trip to
Morocco & Spain (Zaragoza)

with close family friends. She
says, “I am still working &
enjoying it so no plans to retire
as I am approaching 61 this
December!” Sally Fri spent four
months in “glorious” Montana
saying, “it is called the last best
place, and I see why. It must
be the most beautiful place
in the continental U.S.” She
was 1.5 hours from Glacier
National Park and busied
herself hiking, sightseeing,
and animal viewing. While
there, she had several visitors,
including Pam Brady Ray and
husband Mack and Susan
Page Tranby’s daughter (and
her god-daughter) Majken
Tranby. Sally also says that
Susan and husband Mike
continue their hard work
at Shore Acres in Vermont.
Daughter Majken helps so that
they can have an occasional
day off. Sally reassures us
that Majken is as incorrigible
and delightful as her mother
and that Pam Brady Ray and
Mack are great. Mack has
retired this year from farming,
so they’re getting to do a little
more traveling. Katie Dann
says that her Mum Mimi is
at Trezevant and will turn 90
in January. With the sale of
Mimi’s wonderful home, Katie
needed new studio digs, so
her fabulous architect husband
John Pruett designed and built
a studio behind their house
and provided her with a 3
second commute that thrills her.
Sally Minor Cook survived
hurricane Matthew! She had to
evacuate from Ponte Vedra to
Valdosta, Ga. and was away
from her home with cats for 3
long days, returning to a house
without a scratch on it! She

Pam Brady Ray '74, Sally Fri '74, and Mack Ray in Montana

continues her work at the zoo
and loves the time she spends
with her grandchildren. Beth
Williford Carson-Wallace
started working as the Liaison
Director of the Mary Galloway
Home, located in Trezevant
Manor. She says it’s a fun
job, and she enjoys seeing
and visiting with many St.
Mary’s parents, like Mary
Hills’ mother Presh and Katie’s
mother Mimi Dann. She also
said that “Steed got married
in September, and we all love
his bride”. Desi Franklin says
she is still a bank in-house
lawyer at First Tennessee and
loves it. Son Alex Kenner (24)
is working in ad sales at the
Memphis Flyer and living
in Cooper-Young with some
high school buddies and big

dogs. She went to Paris and
Nice for most of September
with Christine Mayer Todd
’72 and her husband Carroll.
In November, it’s on to San
Miguel de Allende with several
lawyer friends, followed by
Key West in March with her
book club. She moved in April
to an old 4 square on Buena
Vista and is renovating it top
to bottom, looking especially
forward to the new kitchen!
Kathy Bell Adams says that
last summer “turned me into
Grandmama mama! All three
of our kiddos had babies
within eight weeks of each
other! Fun and very busy
times!” Mary Hills Baker
Powell describes John and
herself as empty nesters. They
put the house on the market

and are looking forward to
newlywed status. She continues
to teach art and run the
student veggie garden, Varsity
Gardeners. Doris French
Jones has a new grandbaby
too – Olivia Joy Daniel. Their
first granddaughter Marion
is 2 1/2 years old, so they
are doubly smitten. Her dad
turned 90, and their gift to him
was that they did not throw
a big party, just family for
barbecue and cake, family
photos, and letters, for an
evening she described as
perfect! She is writing lesson
plans and poetry and has
several children’s books she
wants to get published. She
says, “one thing I think St.
Mary’s did for us was to give
us the desire and belief that
we could do it all! We have
been so blessed!” Sue Anne
Turpin Davis says her oldest
child returned from Japan in
November for six months, to
set up a freelance translating
company. First grandbaby
Finn Scott Davis arrived in
August to her middle child
and was named after proud
granddaddy Finnegan.
Cutest baby ever. Her
daughter is working with an
inner city ministry. She spent
three glorious weeks in the
countryside of Brittany and is
ready to retire there. She says
it made that ugly birthday
so much more palatable.
Donna Osborne Bradley has
“FINISHED MY Ph.D.!!” and
says “Dr. Bradley in the
house” and ready for a fulltime teaching job. She is
working at Maryville University,
Webster U, Lindenwood
U, Columbia College, and

St. Charles Community
College and continues her
work at Equal Housing and
Opportunity Council but says “I
NEED ONE JOB!” When not
working, she spends time with
family, celebrating birthdays
and housewarmings. Lucy
Gerald Cook says her big
news this year is buying a
place on Casco Bay in Maine,
thus fulfilling a longtime fantasy.
She spent the summer scouring
antique stores and having
fun furnishing it. They’re an
hour north of Portland on Orrs
Island, so we are all invited
to drop in! She is keeping the
home base in Maryland since
she’s not ready for Maine
winters! Two kids are married
– her daughter moved to the
Napa Valley, and Lucy figures
if she had to move far away,
at least she went somewhere
wonderful! She says her son
in Pittsburgh is spending his
well-earned GI Bill benefits at
Duquesne Univ. and is working
as an assistant football coach
at a high school while his
wife is an oncology nurse at
Pittsburgh Children’s Hospital.
Her youngest is in D.C.
(hooray!), working as a digital
journalist at ABC News. She
says turning 60 was not too
painful when celebrating with
a lovely dinner at a favorite
French bistro in Bethesda. She
comes to Memphis several
times a year to see her parents
at Trezevant, where her dad
plays bridge, bartends at
happy hour, and ushers at the
church services. And I really
appreciate this group of really
interesting and funny women.
God gave me four sisters, but
St. Mary’s gave me so many
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more. Love y’all!

1976

Allison Brown Coates
acoates@stmarysschool.org
Kim Brown Mullins is happy
to tell us that Carson ’12
graduated from William and
Mary and has a job! Kim is
looking forward to another
fun-filled year coaching the
Mock Trial team! Teri Blair is a
busy woman! She is teaching
in the CLUE program in the
SCS, making baby quilts for
hospitals, and is a volunteer
wish granter with the Make-aWish Foundation. Grandson
Ethan will become a big
brother to Roman in February
2017. Daughter Lauren is
studying forensic psychology
while son Blair has returned
to school to get his masters
in criminal justice. Theresa
Alissandratos Schnepf went
to visit Allison Pitcock Fentress
and her husband Bob in their
cozy home in Reston, Va.
Both women said they had so
much fun just hanging out and
visiting. Our prayers are with
Lise and Susie.

1978

Tracy Walko Balton
tbalton@cannonwrightblount.
com
Andrea Gilliom Anderson,
Tabitha Francisco McNabb,
Stephanie Riggs, Kathy
Edmondson Riley, and I had
a wonderful time visiting with
Sunita Sheth last May while
she was in town visiting her
parents. It seems that everyone
there is either reducing work
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hours or fully retired! Tabitha
has gone to an of-counsel
position in her firm and happy
to report she is home more
than in the office. This leaves
more fun time to travel (just
returning from Charleston,
S.C.) and enjoying the fall tour
of homes. Sunita is fully retired
but doing some consulting
work. She spends her time
hiking in Cape Breton, wine
tasting in Bordeaux, and
volunteering at the DNC in
Philadelphia (an amazing
experience, she adds).
Kathy and husband Billy
merged their advertising firm
with Archer Malmo this year.
So Kathy will soon enjoy some
extra time as well. Stephanie is
enjoying her home renovation
and retirement. Andrea,
aka world traveler, met Ann
Chaney in New Orleans
recently for dinner. During
one of her frequent visits to
NY, she and Laura Vookles
enjoyed a great Brazilian
dinner and time to catch up.
Andrea’s daughter, Rebecca
Anderson Eby ’06, has moved
to Chicago to pursue her
MBA, so Andrea’s travels may
change for now. Laura says
she is crazy busy, running
the curatorial department
in addition to curating most
exhibitions and managing all
collections. She still finds time
for a little freelance editing,
most recently on a book about
Winston Churchill. She is
apparently a Churchill expert
now. Our St. Mary’s history
teachers would be so proud.
Tandy Gilliland Taylor is now
an active volunteer with Moms
Demand Action for Sense in
America, a grass-roots group

seeking common sense gun
legislation. Daughter Emily
graduated from Davidson in
May and is busy registering
voters in Iowa. Tandy and
David just celebrated their 30th
anniversary. Fraser Outlan
Kelly survived hurricane
Matthew in Edenton, N.C.
but noted that the damage to
friends’ homes close by in the
Outer Banks was extensive.
Daughter Clare is a freshman
at USC and pledging KKG.
More sweet grandbabies to
report! Debbie Waltz Hayes
(Bebe to her grandkids)
proudly announces the birth of
#2, Elizabeth Claire Mitchell,
born October 5th. Debbie is
grandson Noah’s preschool
teacher and treasures time
with him. She continues as the
high school girls’ cross country
coach at Harding Academy.
Despite the miserably hot
Memphis summer, she still loves
the job. Debbie and daughter
Sarah had another great visit to
Village of Hope in Ghana last
June. Katie Tully Dickinson’s
daughter, Mary Dickinson
Plosser ’07, gave her a sweet
baby boy, George Robert
Plosser, on July 12th. Since we
are bragging, my youngest
grandson, Benjamin Yinger,
was in Carter’s fall catalog.
Watch for the cutest kid ever in
a green dinosaur jacket in the
store windows. My husband
Steve and I celebrated his
milestone birthday with a
recent trip to a 3-day concert
called Desert Trip in Calif.,
nicknamed Oldchella. We had
way too much fun seeing The
Rolling Stones, The Who, and
Paul McCartney, among other
bands. We thought we were

teenagers again. Take care,
girls. Go ’78ers.

1980

Margaret Stone Graham
Msgraham62@comcast.net
I am blessed and privileged to
still live in Memphis and have
the opportunity to see some
of our classmates often, as
well as watch firsthand as St.
Mary’s advances and builds.
Recently, I tagged along with
two families, each considering
locating to Memphis as they
toured the St. Mary’s middle
and upper schools. While I
enjoyed seeing old classrooms
and spaces, it was even
more fun to see how brand
new spaces connect with my
memories! St. Mary’s is a truly
awesome place, and we were
privileged to have studied
there. Susan Trapp recently
came to Memphis, visiting
from her home in Colorado.
Once again, Sally Mansberg
Rosenberg opened her home
to us for a mini-reunion.
Chalmers Peyton Valentine,
Alex Eddings Walter, Blake
Burr, and I joined them for a
night of fun and conversation.
Sally’s daughter Kayla is living
in Los Angeles and working
as a writer/comedienne/
actor, and son Sam is studying
engineering at Ohio State.
Lisa Perrigo Robbins recently
married Charlie Robbins
and lives in Conroe, Texas.
Amy Tillman Dodd’s oldest
child, Garrett, was married
this summer to a beautiful
girl named Jenna. Amy
and husband David live in
Lakeland, Fla., where he is a
thoracic

and cardiac surgeon. Jan
Holmes Crosby is very busy
despite an empty nest. She
is an attorney with the local/
municipal utility company.
She is also a volunteer
coach for girls’ lacrosse and
loves it! She travelled with
daughter Nell this summer
in France and Switzerland.
Elaine Schmeisser Miller
and husband Steve recently
celebrated their 23rd
anniversary and took a
fabulous trip to Italy with
her brother and sister-in-law.
Daughter Aubrey is a senior
at University of Arkansas,
studying Marketing and
Management and has really
enjoyed Fayetteville. Son
Bennett is a senior at CBHS
and hopes to study aeronautics
in college. Elaine’s mom lives
just five doors away, so Elaine
is truly blessed with family!
Josie Gilliland Williams still
teaches French in Greenville,
S.C., but makes frequent
visits to the D.C. area to
visit daughter Grace, and
she is able to see Helene
Norcross Rayder on many
of those visits. She also sees
Laura Bourgoyne Harmon in
Greenville frequently, where
Laura has a new career in
commercial real estate. Laura’s
son Jackson is starting the
college search, while daughter
Rose has several more years
at home! Molly Francis
Roberts has transitioned to
helping husband Marty at their
business, Sporting Life Kennels,
in Oxford full time. Daughter
Meg is now studying at Dallas
Theological Seminary.

1982

Elizabeth Simpson Alrutz
esa.sms@gmail.com
The big news for our class
is from Leslie Goforth
Marchman. Leslie and Burt
have moved to Switzerland
for two years. She says their
new place is on the Zurich
Gold Coast with a stunning
view of Lake Zurich and the
Alps. She feels very blessed.
She didn’t say, but I’m sure
she would welcome visitors.
Elizabeth Beck Fioravanti says
“life is abundant these days!”
Daughter Anne is a Junior at
Belmont University, studying
social entrepreneurship.
Son John is a Senior at
Montgomery Bell Academy.
John has been acting in school
musicals. He was named to
the TN All-State Men’s Choir,
won a grant to Westminster
Choir College in Princeton,
N.J., and plans to pursue vocal
music in college. Elizabeth
says “my boy can sing, y’all!”
Lisa Moore Cook loves
serving on the board of the
RISE Foundation, a nonprofit
committed to transforming the
lives of low-income neighbors
in Shelby County through
financial literacy. Lisa reports
that she recently got to watch
her niece wear the same
wedding dress Lisa wore in
1993 and Ms. Moore wore
in 1953. What a special
day for the Moore family.
Catherine Robilio Womack
and Marlin celebrated their
30th anniversary this year!
Catherine took on a new job
at the University of Tennessee
as the director of the preventive
medicine clinical trials unit.

Sarada Ganguli '30, daughter of Sudha Nimmagadda Ganguli '83, with Pre-K
teacher Cynthia Dickson on Pre-K class day.

Catherine is also working
in the Dean’s office as the
assistant dean for student
affairs. Elizabeth is in grad
school for psychology, and
Chip is studying accounting.
Lisi Belz McCarthy is in
the midst of lots of changes
right now. Her older son is a
freshman in college outside
of Portland. Her younger is in
6th grade at a new school,
and they are in the process
of moving to that part of town
and trying out living on a lake.
Lisi says, “we’ve got the kayaks
and paddleboards ready!”
Lisi saw Swati Sanyal Wilson
and J Vookles recently. They
try to get together at least
once a year. Mary Kavanagh
Day is contemplating our
35th high school reunion
and thinking about the strong
friendships forged during those
formative times. Son Tom is at
Rhodes. Mary, Dan, Grace,
and Michael have moved
to a new house with a back
house for Dan’s dad. Sally

Johnston Spencer reports that
daughter Rose is working in
D.C., and Sarah is working in
Charlottesville. Sam is a senior,
and Sally and Warwick are
enjoying their last few months
with him living at home.
Sally works (very) part-time
at Spartanburg Day School,
helping with alumni relations. I
now have a college graduate,
but both kids are in the
Chicago area, which makes
visits fun. Both Elizabeth Beck
Fioravanti and Mary Day lost
their fathers this year. Please
keep them in your thoughts
and prayers. Finally, be on the
lookout for information about
our upcoming 35th reunion the
weekend of April 21-22, and
mark your calendars to be in
Memphis!
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1984
Vanessa Allen Dobbins
vdobbins3@yahoo.com
Travel seems to be the
key word for the Class of
84’s updates. Alison Potts
Hollewand and family recently
traveled to Singapore, China,
the UK, Italy, and Switzerland.
Her fellow St. Mary’s gals
loved seeing her Facebook
posts and photos. She even
visited the tiny Swiss Alp
village where Martin and I
were married 22 years ago.
Alison is excited that Molly
Brown will soon be visiting
her in Brisbane for an Aussie
summer. Merri Leigh Masters
Johnson and family enjoyed a
vacation to St. Louis, Chicago,
and Memphis. School started
for son Jack (8th) and Charlie
(5th). Meade Jones Hanna
traveled to Portland for a
family vacation and had a fun
night out with Ally Burr-Harris
and Lynn Barlow. Clare
Halle Brown spends her time
enjoying adorable three-yearolds at her church preschool.
Son Henry embraces being

a sophomore at Auburn, and
Clare and family love visiting
for football games. Clare’s
son Elliott is a junior in high
school, where he plays football
and lacrosse. Carrie Jaeger
Carpenter’s youngest daughter
Emma Kathryn began her
studies at UT, and a week
after that, Carrie and Stephen
married off oldest daughter
Carolyn in a beautiful, Spiritfilled ceremony in Knoxville.
Carrie recently began her 15th
year teaching 4th grade at
St. George’s, and if that isn’t
enough to keep her busy, for
the past 18 months, Carrie
and Stephen have been
fostering four amazing children
ages 4-12 and are praying
that they will become official
Carpenters very soon.

1986

Jean Vaughan McGhee
jeanvmcghee@hotmail.com
Susan Whitten says that
she and Blair are boring! It’s
all about the boys! Anthony
(27) is working towards his
nursing degree in Iowa and

Ally Burr-Harris '84, Lynn Barlow '84, and Meade Jones Hanna '84
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1986 classmates at the BBQ, Beer, and Blue & White party for their 30th reunion

helping raise his 3 stepkids
with wife Amanda. Nathan
(26) is at the new Apple store
in Germantown. He LOVES
working there! Nathan and
fiancée Kara are getting
married in late April. David
(17) had a great summer
volunteering at a veterinary
clinic and sailing the coast
of Maine on a pretty rugged
Outward Bound trip. He is a
junior at St. George’s. Lynn
Cashman Thurlow and family
have moved to Georgetown,
S.C. where husband David
has been appointed to serve
as the 32nd Rector of Prince
George Winyah Episcopal
Church. They are enjoying
coastal living in their 1770
home! Leigh Gordon Wright
had a fabulous spring and
summer. She loved visiting
with everyone at our 30th
reunion in April, and she
knows there are some good
pictures if you don’t already
have them. They were also
able to enjoy a trip to Europe
and Mauritius this summer... an
amazing experience. Outside
of traveling, they’re looking at

colleges for their oldest child,
who is a senior this year.
Crazy how this happened so
quickly!

1988

Anna McQuiston
Holtzclaw
anna.holtzclaw@gmail.com
Frances Coughlin Fenelon has
a new job as Senior Counsel
for Tenet Healthcare. It’s five
minutes from home and from
Harpeth Hall, her daughter’s
school. She is responsible for
the Detroit market and spends
time there. Over the summer,
the girls joined her and went
to their first MLB game. Lisa
Navarra Fikes is the new
Director of Volunteer Arlington,
after 18 years serving at St.
John’s Episcopal Church in
Virginia. Her first day on the
job was Harper’s first day of
Kindergarten! Detra Houseal
Brock survived Hurricane
Matthew in a tiny town in
middle Georgia and is thankful
it didn’t hit as bad as was
expected. Kat Florendo writes

that Mary-O is a three-sport
athlete, and Charlie loves
third grade and climbing
classes. Carol-Ann (a junior)
spent the summer in France,
and the family joined her
in Nice and drove through
the French wine country to
Paris. Kat still competes in
bikini professionally. Amy
Weinberg Pearce moved
from Atlanta to Manhattan
Beach, Ca. last summer. They
love the adventure of living in
California, and Trey and Luke
can’t get enough time on the
beach. She says they welcome
all visitors. Jennifer Hanemann
Chandler is busy with various
food and writing projects and
is really busy with her two teen
girls. She can’t believe they
are now looking at colleges!
She loved visiting Amy Pearce
over Labor Day in Manhattan
Beach. Stacy Williams Toro
writes that Ian loves CBHS. He
is learning what it means to
study until 10:00 p.m. and is
getting involved as a Brother.
Emily Piovarcy Carlson misses
having the Pearce family down
the street! Eli (8th) and Noah
(6th) keep them busy between
school and lacrosse. Mary
Lacy Bell is teaching French
to Turkeys at St. Mary’s and
loving it. Her classroom is cafe
tables and chairs (no desks).
Bob is a senior and working at
Cafe Palladio. Ramie finished
an exciting gap year hiking the
Appalachian Trail (all 2,189
miles from Georgia to Maine)
in six months! Mary’s family
will accompany her to Quebec
on a French immersion
program next summer with
15 students including Pidge
Colbert Macdonald’s daughter

Mallory. Leigh Vaughan
Jaimes works full time in
Palliative Medicine at MUSC
and is program director for
the fellowship. Luke and
Windland are 8 and 10,
and this summer, Windland
and Caroline went to camp
together in North Carolina.
After camp drop-off, Leigh and
I spent four days in Asheville
together with Ken and Tod
and had a great time. Then,
we ended up at the beach
together in October when
I was on fall break and
Leigh was an evacuee from
Hurricane Matthew. Back in
Memphis, we have moved
into a new house closer to
St. Mary’s where Caroline is
now a 5th grader. I hosted the
Alumnae 80’s Decade Party in
September and enjoyed seeing
so many people from our class
and the classes around us.
Until next time…

1990

Miriam Kriegel
mirmkriegel@gmail.com
Big thanks to the Class of
’90 for delivering. 50%
participation despite the fourday notice (my bad!). The
lesson: the less lead time the
better. Here’s what we got:
Tricia Hood Thomas and
husband Brian are in the midst
of massive home renovations
and are now addicted to
HGTV… (Tricia, if you’re
not already on houzz.com,
beware). If they survive the
renos with marriage
intact, they’ll be celebrating
their 20th in June. Hilary Davis
Robinson is back at

Tricia Hood Thomas '90 visits her classmates in New York.

St. Mary’s, teaching and also
serving as the Secondary
Curriculum Coordinator for
the Hughes Learning Center.
As for her own kids, she’s got
four of them at four different
schools this year. Because
why make it easy? Kristen
Thompson Keegan has been
busy selling jewelry, teaching
jewelry making classes, and
subbing at St. Mary’s. And
she got to work with Shelley
Kuykendall Herzke in her JK
class recently. She’s offering
10% off for all members of
the class of ‘90 using code
HEINEY (as in, raise yours)
www.shopgoodegg.com. To
other classes tempted to abuse
this: try it. She may just honor
the discount. Caroline Archer
Baker got to see Shelley
when she came to town,
and they witnessed history
together with the Florida/UT
game. Between football and
helping son Anderson apply to
college, the season is a real
nail biter. (Sidenote: Amazing
that Shelley rarely writes in
but still manages to make it
into the news. Raising our

participation rate without lifting
a finger. Well played, Shelley!)
Beth Kramer West and her
family have been doing more
camping in recent months,
and even graduated to an
8-person tent to hold the 5 of
them — luxury. They’ve gone
to the Smokies and have plans
for a big trip out west (Grand
Canyon, Yellowstone). When
in Orange Beach, they stay
busy with soccer, Taekwondo,
and their son’s newest
passion – acting in plays at
their community theater. Anne
Copper DiFronzo reports
that twins Dominic and Olivia
just turned 3 years old. Sofia
(9) plays softball. Between
games and practices and other
shuttling, life is full — and
full of traffic. Ellen Rawlins
Uzarowicz is now working as
a costumer full-time in LA. I got
to see her and her family in LA
on a recent work trip, as well
as Stacy Goldate and Alexis
Zanone. It was a true honor to
be the occasion bridging east
and west, bringing together
both sides of the 405. At the
time of this
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writing, the first floor of Mary
Anne Kish Seibert’s new home
has been framed. By the time
you read this, she’s hoping
to be moved in. Godspeed,
MAK. Kasha Winker Shaw
wrote in to say hello so she
wouldn’t be the one who got
punk’ed in this edition of the
St. Mary’s Class Notes. She
didn’t say much beyond that,
but writing in counts, so she’s
spared. Taylor Holden Taylor
(on the other hand) has traded
in her tennis racket for (mini)
golf clubs as a new cruise
director on Carnival Cruise
Lines. Next stop, Bermuda. Ali
Reaves Smith’s son Cole is in
kindergarten at St. George’s,
and Susan Hearn Morgan’s
daughter Katherine is enjoying
first grade at St. Mary’s.
Evelyn, her infant gone toddler,
is suddenly two. She has been
working at Cardinal Health
and at St. Jude. Missy Kramer
Taranto is still in New Orleans
but is spending more time in
Sandestin with her mother. She
and her family have converted
some properties in Nola into
luxury vacation rentals, so if
anyone is heading to the Big
Easy, let her know – she’ll hook
you up! Rachel Lightman’s
baby sister Mallory just had
a baby herself, and Rach is
thrilled to be an aunt to Paul
Lightman Lester. She’s looking
forward to some hardcore
fun watching Griffin and his
cousin grow up together.
Shaila Bheda and I got to
volunteer in Philly this summer
at the Democratic National
Convention thanks to Sujata
Tejwani’s work with the DNC.
An incredible experience,
though I missed the seminal
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moment everyone kept talking
about (hearing from Khizr
Khan) because I was, alas,
waiting in line for pork tacos.
That is all.

1992

Alison Roesler Coons
alicoons@hotmail.com
Looks like Summer 2017
is going to bring wedding
bells for a few of our ’92
classmates! Wendy Taylor
is excited to share the news
that she got engaged to
someone I have known since
her undergraduate days at
Ole Miss (probably 20 years)!
They reconnected on Facebook
about four years ago and have
been in constant contact since
then. She and Harry (7) will
be moving to South Carolina
to be with Barrett and Jackson
(8) after their wedding on June
24, 2017. She’s going to
be outnumbered 3 to 1 living
in a house of boys, but she’s
excited about this new chapter
in her life! Congratulations,
Wendy! For Amanda Duke,
life is great in Seattle! She and
Pablo bought a house back
in May and are working on
setting a date for their wedding
– probably next summer!
She started back full time at
Microsoft in January, after a
seven-year hiatus, working as
a privacy manager. And life is
still crazy busy but crazy fun
for me and my crew here in
Germantown. Nothing much
new to report, just happy to
report that things are good!
Hoping things are going
great for all of the rest of our
classmates out there, and I
hope to get to report on your

“life updates” soon! Take care!

1994

Kathryn Leigh DeRossitt
kathrynderossitt@yahoo.com
Sarah Cole-Turner Vincent’s
daughter Caroline has started
kindergarten in a Spanish
immersion classroom, and
son Ben is doing great in
3rd grade. She and husband
Hal are keeping busy with
soccer, ballet, choir, and
church. She is still working at
the same elementary school
and finally feeling like she has
her new speech pathology
career semi-mastered... She
enjoys learning something
new every day! She is also
busy planning a new women’s
retreat at church in the spring.
Husband Hal is doing great
at Elon and just had his first
journal article published. He
is about to sign a publishing
agreement as co-author of a
textbook. Joann Self Selvidge
is consumed with "The Juvenile
Project", a collection of films
and stories about personal
involvement with the juvenile
justice system. Her film "Viola"
won a few awards on the film
festival circuit this past year,
and she is in production on
two more short films: "Robert",
about a young man who was
charged with first degree
murder, and "Trussie", who
was abused by her step-father
and sent to juvenile detention
when she was a few months
pregnant with his child. She
just finalized partnerships with
the National Juvenile Defender
Center and the National
Juvenile Justice Network to
travel and document more

first-hand accounts of justiceinvolved youth. Her film "See
the Keepers" was released
nationally and can be
purchased as a DVD – her
first commercially-available
film! She also stays busy with
her primary consulting client,
Welcome to Memphis, which
works to create lasting positive
impressions of the Memphis
area by increasing customer
service skills, destination
knowledge, and recognition
of people who interact with
visitors. She has enjoyed
having musician husband Steve
home more lately, playing lots
of gigs around town with Sons
of Mudboy, his solo project,
and other amazing Memphis
musicians. He just finished a
record with Tommy Stinson (of
the Replacements) under the
band name Bash & Pop. He
played on Seth Myers with The
Hold Steady on December 5th!
Daughter Frannie (6) started
kindergarten at Snowden this
fall, and son Stevie (2) started
preschool at Lipman. Stevie’s
development is moving right
along – his growth hormone
therapy is a miracle drug.
He’s the only special needs
kid in his class, and his
teacher calls him a PraderWilli superstar! He’s talking a
lot more, walking well, and
loves dancing and singing. A
total charmer! Sophie Askew
Parker has some big news…
she’s pregnant, due January
23rd! She feels so lucky
and fortunate to have three
amazing step kids (Mathon,
Nealy, and Owen), and they
are all pumped about this
little dude joining the brood.
Unfortunately, she won’t be

having a future Turkey, but
she sure as heck will make
sure he dates/marries one.
She’s also excited to have
joined the Alumnae Board at
St. Mary’s — feels great to
be home. For Sarah Lacy,
Pando (her company) is doing
great, and she is writing a
third book, half memoire of her
experience starting a company
while starting a family, and half
reporting about the fierceness
of mothers and the biases
they face. Her reporting has
launched a weekly podcast
about work life balance and
has taken her to Iceland!
Kim Malone Scott ’86 (an
entrepreneur and sought after
executive coach) and Leigh
Rawdon Rolf ’91 (who started
Tea Collection) were recently
guests on her show. Son Eli
just started kindergarten at
a performing arts school.
Daughter Evie will start next
year. I am doing great,
practicing criminal defense
here in Memphis, and enjoying
helping people on their journey
through the criminal justice
system. While Memphians
want and deserve good crime
statistics, nothing is gained by
turning people who have made
a mistake into more bitter and
frustrated citizens. By treating
them with dignity and a spirit
of service, I try to help them
prove their innocence, or do
what it takes to help them pay
their debt and re-enter society
with dignity and purpose

1996

Jaime Newsom
Jaime.newsom@gmail.com
Congratulations to Leslie Forell

Boyle and Jane Carr, who
both welcomed daughters on
the same day! Leslie reports
that all are happy and healthy.
She and her family are looking
forward to moving into a larger
home in San Francisco soon.
She’s grateful that the new
place has an apartment for
her mother-in-law, who recently
moved from Rhode Island to
help out. Jane and David are
smitten with daugher CJ! Jane
has been busy – in 2014,
she accepted a postdoctoral
fellowship at New America,
a think tank in Washington,
D.C., where she spent 2014
and 2015 adapting part of
her dissertation for publication
and making her way in policy
and humanities journalism,
including writing articles
for outlets from Slate to the
Atlantic. While still running
The Brooklyn Quarterly,
she has moved more into a
career straddling academia
and journalism. In April, she
began work as an opinion
editor at CNN Digital. Her
family has relocated back to
Brooklyn, so Jane can join the
CNN Digital bureau in NYC
when her maternity leave is
over at the end of October.
Mathilde McLean Crosby and
husband Mark also welcomed
a new baby this year, a son
on Mother’s Day. They have
just moved back from NYC
to Memphis as a family, and
Mathilde is so excited to be
returning to St. Mary’s as
CFO. Georgina Okerson’s
game Black Closet was
named a finalist in the 2016
Independent Games Festival
for the category of Excellence
in Narrative. Courtney Shove’s

boyfriend Carlos now works
for FLIK Hospitality Group, the
new food services provider
at St. Mary’s. She writes, “it’s
amazing how things come
full circle. He told me Leith
Catron is one of his favorite
people at St. Mary’s so far,
and that just warms my heart.
There are so many gems like
Leith who have been on staff
at the school for many years.
Too bad Carlos missed out the
Skye Westmoreland days!”
Maesie Speer just celebrated
her one-year anniversary of
living in the woods in Central
Oregon and managing the
Caldera Arts Center, which
she loves. She gets back to
Portland once a month for work
and has been touring with
theater company Hand2Mouth
too. They performed in San
Francisco in June and Hartford,
Conn. in September. Laura
Ray Logue enjoyed a fun
family adventure, traveling
across the South. She loves
traveling with her children
now that they are a little older.
Next up is a trip with son
Tommy to Jackson Hole, Wyo.
Laura and Gwyn Fisher took
a trip to Costa Rica where
they hiked the rain forests and
jumped off waterfalls. Gwyn
still loves working with the
State of Tennessee, and her
newly (majorly) renovated
house was recently featured
by the Commercial Appeal.
Emily Middlecoff Anderson
and her family are doing well
in Birmingham. She finally has
her whole crew at one school!
Slade is still doing great, now
just going to St. Jude every
6 months for check-ups. The
family was able to celebrate

one year of being done with
a Make-a-Wish trip to the
Bahamas, where they had a
blast!

1998

Laurin Maddux
laurinmaddux@gmail.com
I am always proud of my
98ers, but as I wrote the
article this time around, I was
especially proud of all the
work you are doing. Each and
every one of you is making a
difference in the communities
in which you live, and I am
so grateful to be a part of
such a strong, compassionate,
intelligent group of women.
So keep up the good work,
what you do matters! Patience
Chambliss Wiggins enjoyed
spending time with Sally Self
Helms, Erin Lyttle Do, and
Meggan Wurzburg Kiel
when she was in town this
spring. Life is keeping her busy
with her three precious boys.
Allison Martin Nolen just
passed the Certified Pediatric
Nurse exam and is acting as
a mentor for a workshop on
applying best practices at the
bedside while also working on
her own best practice project
to improve care for sickle cell
patients. In addition to that, she
is enjoying spending time with
her family. Monica Wilson
Barton and husband Derek
welcomed their daughter in
December, to join son Wyatt
(2). Erin Wade is in her
second year of her pediatrics
residency and is acting
as president-elect of their
advocacy group that promotes
the health and well-being for
the children of
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Carter, Prince Harry, and Christopher, sons of Patience Chambliss Wiggins '98

Louisville, Ky. She traveled
to San Francisco to attend
the American Academy of
Pediatrics National Conference
as a delegate as a part of this
role. In other healthcare related
news, Adi Abramovici,
husband Chris, and children
Liam (7) and Emmet (4)
recently relocated to Fort
Lauderdale, Fla., where she
has joined her father’s practice
as a Maternal-Fetal Medicine
Specialist. They are loving the
sunny Florida weather, and it is
quite an honor to be practicing
alongside her father. Erin
Lyttle Do is busy being mom

to Samantha (JK) and Claire
(SK), both at St. Mary’s. It has
been so fun to have Claire be
a classmate with Madison,
daughter of Esie ArrindellWilliams, who recently
relocated back to the Memphis
area. Meg Kinnard will be
hearing wedding bells soon,
as she is engaged to Geoffrey
Hardee. When not wedding
planning, Meg has been
very active in covering all the
events going on in Charlotte
and the federal death penalty
trial of the alleged Charleston
church shooter. The work is
hard but very meaningful.

Christina Chiew Gaspar '98 and husband Tim won the $20,000 Grand Prize on
the game show, Celebrity Name Game.
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Amy Sellers '98 biking across France.

Alicia Daughtery is entering
the world of home ownership
in D.C. Congratulations Alicia!
Amy Sellers had a fantastic
time on a 10-day, 1,100 km
bike trip across France with
boyfriend Keith. They also
traveled some while there,
and she is “totally in love”
with France. World traveler
Nupur Sidhu Bal will go with
her family to Puerto Rico this
winter and really enjoyed their
trip to Greece this summer. In
between travels, Nupur has
been busy with her firm and
was recently appointed to the
Metro Richmond Women’s Bar
Association. Elizabeth Garrett
just wrapped acting in a play
produced by her company,
The Collective, and directed
by Emmy award winner Kevin
Kane. They even have a
producer on board looking to
make it into a film next year!
She is also in part of the next
season of The Detour on TBS,
so set your DVRs, and check
her out! Bridget Crown Mirza
is busy with her three girls, all
students at St. Mary’s, and
is speaking on nutrition and
wellness at the Memphis Bar
Association annual continuing

education seminar. Christina
Chiew Gaspar and husband
Tim were recently on the game
show, Celebrity Name Game,
and won the grand prize of
$20,000! Lauren Webb
Mitchell and husband Luke are
enjoying fall weather in NYC
with son Henry (2). Lauren
has recently started a new
job and is really enjoying the
challenge. I am still traveling
a lot for work and plan to
graduate with my MBA in
December. In addition to work
and school, I am enjoying my
sewing business, Beccadot
Designs, and my adorable
nephews!

2000

Whitney Baer
whitney.baer@gmail.com
As always, it is a joy for me
to hear from the members of
our class! First things first, we
are so proud of the amazing
Tami Sawyer, who wrapped
up her campaign with a solid
showing: 44% of the vote! We
all know you will win next time,
Tami. You are an incredible
voice for Memphis! Phyllis
Huang and Lexie Hicks

Johnston were with Tami to
support her on election night.
Recently, Tami was the opening
speaker at Tedx Memphis
AND the introductory speaker
for Gloria Steinem during her
visit to Memphis! We also
heard from Jessica Swanson
Fila, who is adjusting nicely
to parenthood and life with
twins, Abigail Reece and
Wilder Reid. Jessie gushes
that every second with them
is amazing, and it’s such a
pleasure to watch them grow,
explore, and discover all that
they can do. Jessie is currently
student teaching for her last
semester in school, as she
works towards her masters
and certification in elementary
education. Mershon Sneed
Bergeron had a busy summer
of cabbage ball with daughter
Kit (6). Mershon is studying
for the certified treasury
professional certification. She
reports that she is grateful for
those St. Mary’s study skills and
is excited that she was recently
elected VP communications for
the newly chartered American
Business Women’s Association
in New Orleans. Courtney
Routt Worthman and husband
Michael are enjoying being
parents to baby Miles. She is
back at work as a celebrity
booker for red carpet events
and is eagerly anticipating
Manhattan’s first ever Target!
Walton Allen Webster’s family
will be moving to Connecticut
in January. She says they are
sad to be leaving Florida
weather, but excited about the
new adventure. Good luck to
Walton with the big move!
Rana Khandekar shares that
baby girl Saba (5 mo.) is

doing well and loving her new
St. Mary’s bib! Musa started
preschool. The family spent
the summer baking through
two cookbooks, traveling to
the Canadian Rockies, visiting
Memphis, and adjusting to
life with two kiddos! Rana is
still working in D.C. as an inhouse attorney at the American
College of Cardiology and
mediating court cases on the
side. Ellis Dixon reached
out from across the pond to
share that she and Alex were
able to do a little traveling
this summer. They spent an
evening in San Sebastian with
Liz Palomo’s father, who took
them out for a fantastic dinner
of pinxos (Basque tapas). Ellis
has been working hard on
her website, atlastlisboa.com.
She is still teaching English
classes and doing freelance
fashion for her U.S.-based
clients. Whew! Kat Gordon
just wrapped up “Gnome
Camp,” a 2-day staff retreat at
St. Columba that was chock
full of learning, fellowship, and
fun for 42 Muddy’s staffers! Kat
and Lessie Calhoun Rainey
recently spent a weekend in
Montana with me to celebrate
my new home in Bozeman
and upcoming wedding.
2016 was a big year in
the Baer house as my sister
Marley Baer Schauer ’02
got married in June with an
absolutely gorgeous wedding
in Nashville. I will be getting
married in October and expect
to see Kat, Lessie, Mershon,
Liz, and even Doc and Mrs.
Millen! I am also thrilled to
be gaining some St. Mary’s
in-laws, Laura Foster Gettys
’94 and Susan Hoefer Foster

’65. Be well, Class of 2000,
and looking forward to hearing
from you again soon!

2002

Polly Klyce Pennoyer
polly.klyce.pennoyer@gmail.
com
As always, it was a treat to
hear from so many classmates
for our semiannual installment
of Class Notes! From Florida,
Lindsey Coates writes that
she is continuing to work as
a counselor in the Orange
County Jail, while studying
to become a fully licensed
therapist and living as a
housemother in a recovery
program for women called
Samaritan Village. Leslie
Guinn Jerkins and I had a
delightful lunch downtown in
Memphis, where she reported
that little munchkins Juliette
and Molly are thriving at St.
Mary’s in JK and Pre-K. Leslie
has just joined a consulting
business run by fellow turkey
Anna McQuiston Holtzclaw
’88. Leslie reports that she
and Whitney Long Neal
are enjoying their book club
together, and Leslie told me
all about the wonderful time
had by all (including Nicole
Osborne Steck, Lisa Mabry,
Ann Burruss Prascher, Kelsey
Freebing, Laura Hettinger,
Katie Friend, Emily May
Lequerica, Royce Miller ’01,
Martha Campbell Robertson
’04, and Kaitlin Ridder Jaqua
’04) at Elizabeth Campbell
Garnieri’s wedding to Mike
Granieri. It was a big season
for ’02 weddings, Ann
Burruss Prascher married
Will Prascher, gaining Katie

Prascher ’01 as a sister-in-law.
Celebrating with Ann were
Lindsey, Lisa, Elsa Monge
Degroot, Emily, Elizabeth, and
Rebecca Sawyer. Marley
Baer Schauer wed Eric
Schauer in June in Nashville
— I had the honor of being
a bridesmaid in this swinging
affair, along with Whitney Baer
Foster ’00; also celebrating
with Marley were Laura
Colgate, Elizabeth, and Kate
Thornton Wooldridge. Wendi
Muse has two(ish) more years
to go on her Ph.D. and she
continues to spend a significant
amount of time in Brazil doing
research; otherwise, she and
husband Kani are still based in
Virginia. Wendi, the end is in
sight! Jennifer Chung Mason
reports that son Camden is
now in Pre-K at PDS, and
they’ve got their fingers
crossed for Mrs. Lequerica
next year in JK! Meantime,
Mrs. Lequerica (aka, Emily
Lequerica) has Jenny Maddux
Stenberg’s ’01 little boy in her
class this year. In Colorado,
Lauren Deeley is a proud pet
owner and full-time adventurer.
Recently her job has sent her to
Botswana, Zambia and South
Africa for safaris. For work,
she says! Also in Colorado,
Melissa Lawson Romero has
started a second clerkship with
Judge Arguello on the U.S.
District Court for the District
of Colorado while parenting
three-nager Etta. Michelle
Goldwin Kaufman writes in
from Chicago with happy
news — baby Max arrived this
summer and is proving to be
a total delight! Naree Chan
met up with Amanda Chiu in
California this fall for
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2004 classmates at Supriya Sarkar’s wedding. (front row) Lauren Arnold Bell,
Shelby Deeney, Supriya Sarkar, Brittany Johnson Hernandez, Shea O’Rourke
Quraishi, (back row) Sudipa Sarkar '01, Marion Phillips, Camille Wingo, Jennifer
Soun, Sarah Carter, Sasha Castroverde, and Elizabeth Stevenson.

their 10-year college reunion.
Naree and husband Alby
have moved back from Taiwan
to the Bay Area, and Naree
is working in the county of
Santa Clara’s Count Counsel
Office. On the Yankee front,
my family has moved back
to New York City after three
years in New Haven — my
husband graduated from
divinity school in the spring, he
was ordained in the Episcopal
church in October, and my
commute into work has gone
from two hours to 25 minutes
— whew! The highlight of my
last six months was definitely
celebrating at the weddings of
not one, but two Baer sisters —
Marley’s wedding was in June,
Whitney’s was in October,
and both were spectacular!
Love hearing from you all, as
always. Let me know if you’re
coming through NYC. I would
love to see you!
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2004

Victoria Luke Morich
victoriamorich@gmail.com
This class continues to excel
in their academic and
professional careers, as seen
by the slew of graduation
and new job announcements!
Sarah Carter completed
her Masters of Science in
Nursing at Vanderbilt to be
a Pediatric Nurse Practitioner
and turned 30 in August. To
celebrate her hard work, she
and her mom are taking a
2-week vacation to London
and Paris in September.
Shea O’Rourke Quraishi is
in her second semester of a
doctoral degree in educational
administration and policy
at FSU (Go Noles), and is
teaching first grade at a Title
I school in Tampa, where she
and husband George continue
doting on their dog Echo and
attempting to garden. Lindsey

McAlpin is excited to be in
her final year of OBGYN
residency in Pensacola, Fla.,
and even more excited to
join an OBGYN practice in
Foley, Ala. next year. She
stays busy going to the beach
and spending time with her
boyfriend and family. After
graduating with her MBA
degree from Georgia Tech in
May, Victoria Luke Morich
started a new job at Slalom
Consulting as a Strategy
and Operations Consultant.
Patricia Blount Mills started
a new job as the Pro Bono
Coordinator for the State of
Tennessee’s Administrative
Office of the Courts. She
enjoys supporting access to
justice projects that provide
legal resources statewide,
especially when they involve
Memphis. Elizabeth Jemison
loves her second year as an
Assistant Professor of Religion
at Clemson University, although

she wishes her students had
the grammar and writing skills
of St. Mary’s girls. Zoë Kahn
continues to enjoy her work
as a licensed clinical social
worker in Los Angeles, joining
a group psychotherapy private
practice in Encino and building
her own private practice
in Santa Monica. She is
looking forward to spending a
weekend with Lawrence Taylor
Elliott, Natalie Hartmann, and
Lauren Brooks Foti and their
respective significant others
and children in late September.
In true St. Mary’s fashion,
members of the 2004 Class
are finding ways to give back
to the community outside of
their day-to-day jobs. Elizabeth
Stevenson is planning a gala
in November to benefit the
Ronald McDonald house and
beginning her 8th year of
teaching kindergarten. She
also enjoyed Supriya Sarkar’s
wedding in September.

2004 classmates at the wedding of Lauren Arnold Bell '04. Front row: Lauren
Lazar, Mimi Arnold Lyon '06, Camille Wingo, Lindsey McAlpin, Lauren Arnold
Bell, Elise Addington Dugger, Sarah Arnold ’11. Middle row: Marion Phillips,
Sarah Carter, Jennifer Soun, Supriya Sarkar, Angela Wilcox Palmer, Shelby
Deeney, Elizabeth Stevenson. Back row: Elizabeth Jemison, Shea O’Rourke
Quraishi, Brittany Johnson Hernandez, Sasha Castroverde.

Mary Mason Tait, daughter of Blair Carter Tait '04

2004 classmates Camille Wingo, Sarah Carter, Elise Addington Dugger,
Elizabeth Stevenson, Patricia Blount Mills, Brittany Johnson Hernandez,
and Marion Phillips at Elizabeth’s 30th birthday party in Nashville.

Sisters Atina Rizk Stavropoulos '04, Marianne Rizk '05, and Victoria Rizk '07
enjoy Atina’s twins, Jack and Luke.

Audrey Bourland Hurst '03 and Martha Guinn Carter '04 take their families to
hunt for Christmas trees.

Brittany Johnson Hernandez
attended the Democratic
National Convention in
Philadelphia this summer
and has busied herself as a
volunteer fundraiser for the
Clinton campaign in her free
time, which she looks forward
to reclaiming in November.
Rachel Bearman is hard at
work as the Rabbi of Temple
B’nai Chaim. She is also
serving as a member of the
editorial team for the Central

May 29, 2016. She was
thrilled to be joined by fellow
’04’ers Shelby Deeney, Elise
Addington Dugger, Shea
O’Rourke Quraishi, Camille
Wingo, Elizabeth Jemison,
Brittany Johnson Hernandez,
Jennifer Soun, Lindsey
McAlpin, Marion Phillips,
Sarah Carter, Supriya
Sarkar, Sasha Castroverde,
and Elizabeth Stevenson.
She and Brandon enjoyed
honeymooning in Cambodia

Conference of American
Rabbis’ upcoming prayer
book and is mentoring other
Reform rabbis as they adopt
the Reform movement’s recently
published mahzor (High Holy
Day prayer book). If new
degrees, jobs, and community
accomplishments are not
enough reason to celebrate,
weddings and babies must
be! Lauren Arnold Bell
recently married Brandon
Zachary Bell in Memphis on

and Bali and attending Melissa
Arnold Lyon ’06’s wedding in
the Dominican Republic before
she returned to Cambodia
to do research at Angkor
Hospital for Children through
mid-September. Lucy Harris
Collins is enjoying newlywed
life in NYC. She visited Lori
Goldstein in Portland this
summer and was excited to
join Martha Ferguson Burke in
celebrating Blair Carter Tait’s
new baby at Blair’s baby
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shower. Blair and husband
Tom had their baby girl in
November and have been
enjoying home ownership in
Atlanta, after buying a house
in April. Kayleigh Clark
had baby number two in
the beginning of November
as well! Martha moved to
Memphis this summer, is
working as the Lower School
Counselor at St. Agnes,
and on her first day of work
learned she’s having another
baby on March 7th! Elisabeth
Sandlin Maynard and her
family welcomed their third
baby (finally a baby girl!),
Eloise Sophia Maynard, on
March 26. Big brothers Hunt
and Harding are already
practicing their security
skills. Martha Guinn Carter
and family welcomed little
brother Henry Dudley Carter
on September 1st, making
him a true 901 baby. Big
sister Jane is just in love with
her “Henee.” Abby Kostka
Farley and John welcomed
baby sister Mamie Kathleen
“Mamie Kate”, named after
Abby’s sisters Mamie Kostka
’06 and Kat Kostka ’00. She
was born on September 7th,
and big brother John North
loves to watch everything she
does. Mary Washington
continues selling real estate
in the Memphis and Pickwick
areas, as well as being the
top Account Executive at Eaton
Manufacturing Corporation.
Daughter McKenzie Mears
’30 has begun her JK year
at St. Mary’s and started
CHC soccer this fall. Let’s
not forget about our new
furry babies! Marion Phillips
recently welcomed King
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2008

Charles Cavalier puppy
Jackson to her home in
Atlanta. Camille Wingo and
Jennifer Soun enjoyed being
in Supriya Sarkar’s wedding
in September. Caitlin Carr is
settling into Cleveland well
with new cat Bodie! She is
enjoying her time as a second
year OBGYN resident at the
Cleveland Clinic and continues
to pursue a career in the field
of gynecologic oncology.

2006

Katelyn Ammons
katelyn.ammons@gmail.com
Margaret Liddon
margaret.liddon@gmail.com
Edith Miller
edie.r.miller@gmail.com

Lauren Arnold Bell ’04, Ellen Bransford ’06, Mimi Arnold Lyon ’06, Paru Rayudu
’06, and Sarah Arnold ’11 at Mimi’s rehearsal dinner.

Mamie Kostka
mamiekostka@gmail.com
Mamie Kostka loves living
in Nashville, loves her job
at Page Duke Landscape
Architects, and recently added
a Louisiana License to join
her Tennessee one. She can’t
wait to meet her new niece,
daughter of Abigayle Kostka
Farley’s ’04, next month!
Lindsey Edwards Rushing and
husband Cameron welcomed
their first baby, a little girl!
Sawyer Jeanne Rushing was
born September 1, 2016, and
they are so in love. Allison
Watts is halfway through
residency and learning a lot.
She just got an adorable new
Chesapeake Bay Retriever
puppy named Daisy with her
fiancé! They are in the midst
of wedding planning and are
getting married in Memphis
in April. Molly Quinn had an
absolute blast in Memphis this
past summer, getting to visit
with Tami Sawyer ’00, Kristi
Ryan, and Morgan Beckford.
She lives in NYC, where she
is working on her first book
and is the director of Housing
Works Bookstore, a nonprofit

Lindsey Edwards Rushing ’06, Madeline Smith ’06, Jenay Gipson Boggs ’06, and
future turkey Sawyer Rushing.

event venue that raises
money for homeless New
Yorkers living with HIV/AIDS.
Meredith Robinson recently
moved from Crown Heights
to a fancy-shmancy apartment
in Bed Stuy, Brooklyn, and is
still a Creative Recruiter with
GreenKey Resources in NYC.
Evie Lyras started a new job at
the movie studio Lionsgate and
works on the Digital Marketing
team, specifically for theatrical
releases. If you happen to
see a poster, snapchat filter,
or a viral YouTube video for
an upcoming Lionsgate film,

she probably worked on it!
She will be participating in an
LA Fun Run to benefit St. Jude
later this month at Paramount
Studios with strong St. Mary’s
representation on her team!!
She loves living with Jillian
Smith ’09 and hangs out with
Morgan Robbins, Maddy
Pryor ’07, Mary Katherine
Thinnes ’07, Chandler Ford,
and Ellen Makowsky, who
also lives in LA and is working
at TOMS shoes in marketing.

The Class of 2008 has had
quite an exciting year of
engagements, marriages,
graduate schools, and new
jobs. Mary Ward Pollard
Black is completing her clinical
psych doctoral residency at
Mississippi State Hospital.
She is enjoying being a
newlywed and loved having
Lizzy Holt, Caroline Harris,
Meredith McKee Ruth, and
Erin Sandefer ’07 as St.
Mary’s girls in her wedding!
Jess Zafarris (née Farris) is
the editor-in-chief of HOW
Magazine, and the online
editor of HOWdesign.com
and printmag.com. She is
blissfully married to a charming
bearded fellow and resides in
Loveland, Colo. with him and
their two dogs. Estes Gould
has moved to Birmingham,
Ala., where she is a program
manager for a brand new
startup accelerator... and she’s
getting married in 2017! The
Nashville girls enjoyed seeing
each other this fall at a fun
gathering at the Governor’s
house. Meg Fowler is a 2L
at Vanderbilt Law School
and enjoyed her summer
internship in The Hague, The
Netherlands, doing research
about the International Criminal
Court for the International Bar
Association. Ayana FletcherTyson is both excited and
saddened to be in her last
semester of graduate school.

She is looking forward to
running her first half-marathon
in Seaside in February. Go
Ayana! Anisa Allad got
engaged in June and bought
a house in East Nashville!
She’s continuing her third
year teaching students with
significant cognitive disabilities
at DuPont Hadley Middle.
Anna Wheeler loves being
the Director of Middle School
Ministries at First Presbyterian
Church Nashville and is
excited to start coaching
basketball this winter. She
loved celebrating Caitlin
Smith’s marriage this past
summer (and traveling to
Park City for her bachelorette
party!). Ariel Mason stays
busy planning for her summer
wedding, when she’s not
billing hours as an attorney in
Nashville. Margaret Liddon
Emley and her husband are
settling into their new home
in Nashville. They recently
got a puppy named Chip
who is keeping them quite
busy! In Washington DC,
Sarah Wortham graduated
from George Washington
University’s School of Nursing
and started work as an RN on
a cardiovascular unit at Inova
Fairfax Hospital in Northern
Virginia. She is also really
excited to be living with Mary
Greer Simonton again since
her graduation from Duke’s
public policy program. Cristen
Garrett had the happiest
surprise: getting engaged to
Ryan Cain in Rome this past
summer! She’s interviewing at
anesthesia residency programs,
will graduate from Emory
School of Medicine this May,
and will then get married in

Memphis later that same week!
In Boston, Nicolette Overton
started a new job as a Clinical
Trial Protocol Coordinator
with the TIMI Study Group
at Brigham and Women’s
Hospital. Jessica Richardson
Moses got married this June.
She and her husband are
happily living in Greenville,
S.C., and she is still working at
Travelers Rest High School. This
fall, Hanna Gordon Oysel
and husband Franck visited his
hometown in France –Franck’s
first time home since he arrived
in Tennessee. It was incredible
and so fun to explore the
region were we met! Hanna
is still enjoying Memphis and
working at Adams Keegan.
Kimi Nathani graduated from
medical school last month
(congrats!), and she is currently
applying for residencies. Edie

Miller is in her second year
of the MSHA/MBA program
at UAB. She is applying to
Administrative Fellowships for
her third year. Morgan Jordan
still loves NYC, working as
a stylist for Rent the Runway.
Rachel McLemore is still
trudging along in the History
Department at Ole Miss and is
now working on a dissertation
about women’s voting in the
South.

Ashley Edge Adams ’08 married Scott Adams on July 25, 2015. In her wedding,
she had classmates Kennan Wood, Allie Morrison, and Memory Madden.

59

CLA SS N O TES
2010
Rachel Stuart
rachel.stuart@ptsem.edum
Mary Frances Street is
living some of the St. Mary’s
life again at her new job
in Pensacola, Fla. as the
Director of Student Services
and Counseling at Episcopal
Day School. The school is
a K-8 school with ties to St.
Mary’s – among them is Board
of Trustees member Geoffrey
Butler, a former St. Mary’s
headmaster! Mary Frances is
enjoying working with students
like those at St. Mary’s and
helping them to cultivate a
love of service and learning.
Folake Thomas is now in
her third year of teaching,
and received her Masters in
Education this May. In the
world-travelling department,
Ellie Park has been in El
Salvador since March, serving
as a Peace Corps Volunteer in
the Youth Development Sector.
She reports that she’ll be
there until next July, continuing
to perfect her skills in killing
scorpions and making tortillas.
Chris Harber is also travelling
soon – her new husband
Kramer recently started Navy
boot camp, and they’ll be
headed to their first duty station
around the turn of the year.
Emily Sorrentino recently got
married to Dylan Sutherlin,
and Cara Greenstein and
Elise Heuberger are looking
forward to their weddings
next year. Cara’s blog
"Caramelized" remains very
successful — she was voted
Commercial Appeal’s top
blogger for the second year in
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a row. After her engagement in
Paris this summer, Elise returned
to Nashville to finish her final
year of law school. Come next
September, she’ll be working in
the Litigation practice group of
Bradley Arant Boult Cummings.
Our other future lawyers
include Rachel Green and
Susannah Griffee, who started
law school this fall at Stanford
and University of Chicago,
respectively. Sahar Mokhtari
has been reminiscing about
our senior year now that her
sister Sophia ’17 is a senior,
and she recently got engaged
to her senior year sweetheart,
Abteen Moshref. This spring,
she received a second B.S.
in Biology from University of
Memphis and is hoping to
start dental school next fall.
Allie Baker Shields moved
back to Nashville almost a
year ago, is now working as a
Pediatric Nurse Practitioner in
the Vanderbilt Genetics Clinic,
and will be pursuing a Doctor
of Nursing Practice degree.
Anna Lauren Hopkins is living
the NYC life as a distribution
planner for JCrew, where she
manages three departments
and determines which styles
to put in which stores. Finally,
Erin Stuart enjoyed a nice
summer of R&R where she
spent three weeks camping
at re-enactment events, won
front row tickets to see the
original cast of Hamilton (!),
and slept many hours. She’s
now in the midst of senior
year at seminary, candidacy
paperwork for ordination, and
Ph.D. applications for Hebrew
Bible programs.

2012

Chandler Roberts
c.roberts@tcu.edu
Ellery Ammons
Ammer-16@rhodes.edu
Sutton MacQueen is spending
a gap year working for a
community health non-profit in
Greensboro, Ala. She spends
a lot of time tutoring kids
and volunteering at the local
animal shelter. She is looking
to apply to environmental
policy grad programs for the
next year. Frances Hord is
enjoying post-grad life back
home in Memphis, working
as a teaching artist and
administrative associate at
New Ballet Ensemble. Lauren
Pate is enjoying working as a
paralegal for the Department
of Justice’s Antitrust Division
and enjoys making time to
see fellow Turkeys Lauren
Petrin and Meredith Taylor
for Happy Hour. Meredith
Taylor graduated from Clemson
University in May with a BS in
Health Services Administration

and Minor in Business
Administration. She moved
to Washington, D.C. in May
and works as a health policy
associate for the firm Jeffrey J.
Kimbell & Associates. Lauren
Petrin moved to Washington,
D.C. after graduation and
is working at a law firm.
She plans on applying to
law school soon, but loves
being in D.C. for now. Lesley
Stevenson settled in New York
with former St. Mary’s middle
schooler Campbell Flemmons.
She started working as an
NBCU Page in August and
looks forward to becoming
Kenneth from 30 Rock. Bobbi
Fischer is graduating from
the Ida V. Moffett School of
Nursing at Samford University
this December and will be
returning to Memphis to work
as an RN. Kyra Rice just
graduated from Ole Miss with
a degree in Art History and
Business Management. She
relocated to Charleston, S.C.
where she is the Manager of
an Art Gallery in the heart of

The St. Mary’s group at the wedding of Julia DeVincenzo Lipari '12. Back (L to
R): Irene Orgill Smith '79, Alex Buford '12, Carson Mullins '12, Megan Guyton
'12, Frances Hord '12. Front (L to R): Olivia Grace Wolfe '11, Jodie Struminger
'12, Julia DeVincenzo Lipari '12, Hannah Morehead '12, Chandler Roberts '12,
Elizabeth Carter '12.

downtown. After graduation,
Melissa Byrd moved to
New York City to work for
the regional ALSAC/St. Jude
office. She loves planning the
events, cultivating donors, and
still having a connection to
Memphis while exploring a
new city. Chandler Roberts
graduated from the TCU Harris
College of Nursing in May
and now works in an ICU at a
hospital in Fort Worth. Ellery
Ammons is a development
coordinator with the downtown
Memphis commission’s
planning & development
department. She enjoys being
active around Memphis and
residing in midtown. Lauren
Iskander is currently still at
Ole Miss getting her Master
of Accountancy and has
accepted a full-time position
at KPMG New York City that
starts in Fall 2017.

2014

Lacey Chaum
lchaum@sas.upenn.edu
Miles Schaeffer
Lms211@aol.com
The girls of the Class of 2014
have had exciting starts to
junior year. This summer, Bailey
Archey worked at Camp
Ozark as a Wrangler, and
Katherine Donovan worked
at Camp Bear Track and
shadowed at Baptist Women’s
hospital. Mimi Billings spent
the summer in New York
City with Isabel Bannister,
interning at Macy’s in HR and
declared a major in Banking
and Finance. Dena Frisch
joined the five-year Masters
of Accounting program
at Tulane and interned in

accounting at Tower Ventures
in Memphis over the summer.
Next semester, she will be
studying abroad in Madrid,
where Miles Schaeffer is now,
taking classes at a university in
Madrid with other Spaniards.
Hallie Katz is continuing her
summer internship at Science
Inc., a tech incubator in
Santa Monica this fall and
just got accepted to study at
the University of Sydney in
the spring. Theresa Green
worked on education policy
while interning with the
Feminist Majority Foundation
in D.C. this summer and is
currently studying Cross-Cultural
Psychology in Prague. Mary
Allison Pritchard is also
abroad, studying European
studies through a SewaneeRhodes program. Ellen
Cowens is currently abroad
in Florence, and Natalie
Meeks will be studying there
next semester, along with
Caroline Wellford who
will be in Rome. Natalie is
studying Integrated Marketing
Communications and is the
Reference Chair for Tri Delta
at Ole Miss. Gabrielle Taylor
is planning to study Chinese
language, culture, and politics
in Shanghai next semester
and serves as Secretary of the
Lambda Upsilon Chapter of
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority,
Inc. Camille Cowart serves
as the Site and Service
Development Co-Chair
for Vanderbilt’s Alternative
Spring Break Program and
is enjoying her practicum
experiences in Metro Nashville
schools. Adira Polite was
awarded the Franklin Delano
Roosevelt Award in honor of

Caroline Wellford '14, Annie Parker '16, Alana Olswing '14, Katherine Parker '14,
Liza Alrutz '15, and celebrate the historic Cubs World Series win in Chicago.

Allison Miller '16, Keila Nicole Mumphord '14, Katherine Parker '14, and Camille
Cowart '14 spent their summers at St. Mary’s camp and had a blast!

her Bowdoin Orient column
on race and diversity and
serves as the Minister of
Public Relations for the African
American Society at Bowdoin.
Abby Huber remains the
Fundraising Director for the St.
Jude Up ‘til Dawn Executive
Board, and Adair Smith is
still interning at V magazine,
where she produces and
directs videos for VTV and
creates digital content for the
website and social media.
Phoebe Fulmer is continuing
her service work with Sewanee
Women Engaging and
Empowering Community and
ran upperclassmen rush in
September as rush chair for

her sorority. Keila Mumphord’s
choir at Howard University
released an album on iTunes
called “Glorious God.” They
also sang at the opening
of the National Museum of
African American History and
Culture and sang backup for
Neyo, Mary J. Blige, Donnie
McClurkin, and Shirley Caesar
at an ABC taping of "Taking
the Stage".
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A’Doriann Bradley
adoriannbradley@gmail.com
Grace Ugwueke
gmugwueke@gmail.com
The St. Mary’s Class of 2016
has taken advantage of
awesome opportunities its first
year out of high school! This
past summer, Katie Brown
returned to Belize to serve as
the Summer Activities Director
at Hopewell Children’s Home.
She loves studying elementary
education and has joined
Baylor University’s competitive
crew team. Emi Pearce spent
this summer in Italy with family,
walking in the mountains and
helping her five-year-old cousin
learn English. She just began
university in London and cannot
wait to explore the city! Eliza
Oehmler loves being in NYC
for her internship with Hillary
For America as part of her
gap year! She can’t wait to
see what the rest of the year
brings. A’Doriann Bradley
has joined the University of
Miami’s chapter of Society of
Women Engineers, exposing
young girls to STEM disciplines
and participating in community
outreach projects. Grace
Ugwueke spends most of her
time in African Student Union
club meetings. She’s been
able to connect with fellow
Africans, discussing cultural
awareness and bonding over
delicious African food. She
has participated in community
service trips and reached
out to children to teach them
about their culture. Rita
Chanda spent the beginning
of college volunteering with
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the Urban Plunge Program at
Fordham University. She toured
students around Manhattan,
informing them about their
new home and the different
cultures of New York, while
also providing meals to kids.
MacKenzie Campbell had a
blast dyeing herself purple for
Frosh Week at the University
of Toronto. She also loves
being a part of the school’s
diverse engineering community.
Ali MacQueen loves her first
semester at Washington &
Lee! The swim season is off
to a good start, and she’s
excited to see how the rest
of the season will pan out.
Wesley Richards is enjoying
football, Delta Gamma, and
Freshman Edge at Mississippi
State. Hail state! Annie Parker
is having an amazing time
at Northwestern. She is on
the Engineering track, with a
specialized interest in public
policy. She is a part of the
Human Rights organization
on campus as well. Iliana

Watson is majoring in
Aerospace Engineering
at St. Louis University. A
member of the MLK Program
as well as the Leadership
for Social Change Learning
Community on campus, she
recently participated in a
bake sale called “Cupcakes
Against Hate,” which raised
over $2,000 for Syrian
refugees. Halle Smith has
been exploring the Vassar
theater department. She’s
been employed by the
theater electrics crew and
has also been acting as
lighting designer for a studentdirected show called Ubu
Roi. Allison Miller loves NYC
and Marymount Manhattan!
She’s a first year in the Acting
program and a Contributing
Writer/Vlogger/Social Media
Editor for the publication Fresh
U Marymount. She is also
involved with the campus
Christian Fellowship.

BIRTHS
ADOPTIONS
Kyser McBride Adams to
Ashley Edge Adams '08
September 8, 2016
Isabel Forrest Bahl to
Daphne Trainor Bahl '01
April 12, 2016
Erica Gladys Barton to
Monica Wilson Barton '98
November 4, 2016
Lucia Frances Biedenharn to
Louise Chandler Biedenharn
'01 July 22, 2016
Sadie Adelynn Boyle to
Leslie Forell Boyle '96
July 30, 2016
Charlotte Elizabeth Brennan to
Kemper Kelso Brennan '01
June 21, 2016
Caroline Lawrence Bunker to
Catherine Vaughn Bunker '09
October 20, 2015
Dorothy Elizabeth Campbell to
Carey Faber Campbell '03
September 5, 2016
Charlotte Jane Greenway
Carr-Mordkoff to
Jane Carr '96
July 30, 2016
Henry Dudley Carter to
Martha Guinn Carter '04
September 1, 2016
Cecilia Ann Cespedes to
Amy Crawford Cespedes '04
September 6, 2016
Samuel McLean Crosby to
Mathilde McLean Crosby '96
May 8, 2016
Walter Merritt Dake to
Lauren Kennedy Dake '05
September 12, 2016

Adriana Sophia Camelia
Ewing to Luisa Peredo Ewing
'01 July 28, 2015

Margaret Evelyn Pietrangelo to
Sarah Matthews Pietrangelo
'01 August 5, 2016

Henry Coefield Slocum to
Carey King Slocum '01
June 5, 2016

Mamie Kathleen “Mamie Kate”
Farley to Abby Kostka Farley
’04 September 7, 2016

George Robert Plosser to
Mary Dickinson Plosser '07
July 12, 2016

Andrew Elliot Stenberg to
Jenny Maddux Stenberg '01
June 23, 2016

Abigail Reece Fila and Wilder
Reid Fila to Jessica Swanson
Fila '00 May 5, 2016

William Thomas Rhodes to
Claire Davies Rhodes '01
May 10, 2016

Margaret Grey Sullivan to
Kate Metcalf Sullivan '01
October 4, 2016

Sadie Adelynn Boyle to
Leslie Forell Boyle '96
July 30, 2016

Sawyer Jeanne Rushing to
Lindsey Edwards Rushing '06
September 1, 2016

Mary Mason Tait to
Blair Carter Tait '04
November 17, 2016

Karthik Grant Givens to
Aparna Murti Givens ’93
November 30, 2015

Penelope Rivers Savage to
Jenny Jones Savage '99
October 4, 2016

Charles Davidson Holt to
Lee Davidson Holt ’95
August 24, 2016
William “Chase” Pitkin to
Cat Hughes '92
June 6, 2016
Max Goldwin Kaufman to
Michelle Goldwin Kaufman
'02 June 21, 2016
William Robert Leary to
Stephanie Vieron Leary ’01
August 8, 2016
Julia Grace Levine to
Michelle Pao Levine ’95
October 19, 2016
Eloise Sophia Maynard to
Elisabeth Sandlin Maynard
'04 March 26, 2016

Saba, daughter of Rana Khandekar ’00

Finnegan Mark Nolan to
Rachael Brown Nolan '07
May 12, 2016
Joan “Joanna” Simmons Oates
to Elisabeth Sandlin Maynard
'04 March 26, 2016
Elizabeth Peak to
Katie Holladay Peak '01
April 21, 2016
Andrew Stenberg, son of Jenny Maddux Stenberg ’01
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MARRIAGES
Lauren Arnold '04
to Brandon Bell
May 29, 2016
Mimi Arnold '06
to Jeremy Lyon
August 6, 2016
Marley Baer '02
to Eric Schauer
June 25, 2016
Whitney Baer '00
to Charley Foster
October 8, 2016
Leah Bearman '09
to Matthew Allen Pinkston
November 12, 2016
Katie Bell '06
to Jeff Berry
August 6, 2016
Erin Bower '99
to Joshua Reece Jarrett
October 22, 2016
Ann Burruss '02
to Will Prascher
June 11, 2016
Elizabeth Campbell '02
to Mike Granieri
August 27, 2016
Julia DeVincenzo '12
to Alex Lipari
November 6, 2016
Jessica Farris '08
to Andrew Zaferis
September 26, 2015
McKenzie Franklin '11
to Jonathan Hawkins
August 19, 2016
Chris Harber '10
to Kramer James Christensen
August 6, 2016
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Lauren Harrington '11
to Seth Stubblefield
October 2, 2016
Miranda Kaltenborn '07
to Nick Meyer
September 24, 2016
Margaret Liddon '08
to Shannon Emley
April 30, 2016
Julie Markowitz '07
to Scott Warheit
May 14, 2016
Julia Newsom '79
to Lena Conwill
January 1, 2016
Mary Ward Pollard '08
to Ryan Black
June 11, 2016
Jessica Richardson '08
to Stephen Moses
June 25, 2016
Supriya Sarkar '04
to Richard White
September 17, 2016
Bryson Schaeffer '07
to Matthew Kennedy
May 14, 2016
Caitlin Smith '08
to Will Bowron
July 30, 2016
Erica Smith '99
to Robert Fulton Smith
September 16, 2016
Emily Sorrentino '10
to Dylan Sutherlin
October 1, 2016
Elizabeth Stephens '09
to Michael Patton Ford II
September 10, 2016
Megan Turner '07
to Jin-Soo Jo
November 11, 2016

POSTGRADUATE
DEGREES
Sarah Carter '04
Master of Science in Nursing
Vanderbilt University
August 2016
Lauren Jacks Gamble '01
Ph.D. in Art History
Yale University
December 2015
Rachel Grace Gelfand '09
Juris Doctor
University of Memphis Cecil C.
Humphreys School of Law
May 2016
Lauren Leiberman '07
Juris Doctor
Southern Methodist University
Dedman School of Law
May 2016
Laurin Maddux '98
Master of Business Administration
University of Memphis
Fogelman School of Business
December 2016

St. Mary’s Annual Fund brings the mission to life
for every girl, every day.
Girls rule at St. Mary’s, and our teachers,
learning specialists, and counselors are
experts in all things girls.

Academic excellence:
our modus operandi since 1847.

The mission of St.
is to provide a superior educational experience
for girls which will encourage and enable each

individual potential.

Resilience is celebrated at St. Mary’s
where girls are safe to try new things,
take risks, and experience failure as just
another step on the road to success.

Each girl’s unique gifts and talents
are celebrated and fostered.

Victoria Luke Morich '04
Master of Business Administration
Georgia Tech University
May 2016
Kimi Nathani '08
Doctor of Medicine
American University of Antigua
Folake Thomas '10
Master of Education
Christian Brothers University
May 2016
Sarah Wortham '08
Accelerated Bachelor
of Science in Nursing
George Washington University
School of Nursing
May 2016

Annual Fund 2016-2017
Every girl. Every day.

To make a gift, visit www.stmarysschool.org or call (901) 537-1421.
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